PfCONA

Pflugerville Council of Neighborhood Associations

Building Communities Together

P.O. Box 679 ( Pflugerville, TX 78691-0679 ( info@pfcona.org  ( www.pfcona.org
Monday, October 11, 2004, 7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m.

1611 East Pfennig Lane, Community Room


1. Introductions

Each attendee announced who they were and where they lived.  [List of attendees to be added.]


2. Stakeholder Meetings Summary

Chair then passed out paperwork on comments concerning the Downtown Master Plan.  Downtown Planning Committee will send out results to all participants.

3. Speaker:  Mayor Cat Callen on “Pflugerville Pfriendly Development” effort


Involves Traffic, Cookie Cutter Housing, and Transportation

Traffic was issue she addressed tonight. FM685 an 1825 are very crowded and neighborhood traffic is bad.  

Connecting Roads: Build roads to connect (traditional) -- promotes isolated neighborhoods.  “Pflugerville Pfriendly Development” would promote connecting roads between subdivisions.  The intention is to help P-ville citizens to commute but visitors would continue to use major arterials.

Speed:  Traffic calming devices such as bump outs (curbs bump out into street).  Bump outs could contain trees, benches, and don’t adversely affect emergency services.  Curb radius is another traffic calming device.  Take the 25-30 ft curb radius and change to 12 ft. radius to slow down traffic going around corners.  

Pedestrian Friendly Streets:  Tree-lined streets promote pedestrian traffic and give drivers something interesting to look at.  This concept also provides shade.

Adding Connectivity:  She brought slides of how the neighborhoods could be connected.

Hike and Bike Trails:  She wants to encourage use of these trails and they are primarily used for exercise.  She wants to see these trails used for errands and she wants to have greater visibility on the trails.  Or she promoted painting a stripe down the middle of the trails to promote more usage.

Questions:

1. One lady said that reducing the curb radius would cause trucks to run over curbs.  Mayor said that we could test the radius to be sure that emergency vehicles and garbage trucks could drive the roads.  She said this new radius would not apply to shopping areas or industrial districts.

2. One man asked if this curb radius would be enacted in existing neighborhoods or in new neighborhoods.  Mayor said that new neighborhoods would be more ideal due to cost.

3. One man said that he thought the reason for some streets not being tree-lined was so that utilities could be worked on more easily.  Mayor said that this would have to be investigated.

4. One lady who lived in an area with a trail running next to it and she said that there should be connectivity to areas that persons want to use to get to a certain area.  She pointed out that sidewalks don’t connect to the trails often.  Mayor said that this was a good idea for sidewalks to connect to trails.

5. One lady said that she liked the idea and that she had seen it happen in other cities.

6. One lady asked if new roads could be established in existing neighborhoods to help move traffic.  Mayor said that there is a balance to maintaining the history of a city and providing greater connectivity.

7. One lady asked what are options for existing neighborhoods.  Mayor said that bump outs are relatively inexpensive and the city manager said that bump outs are around $15,000.  He would like to see them near schools when possible.

8. One lady said that another traffic calming device in her area was switching a two-way stop sign to a four-way stop intersection.  The Mayor agreed that this was a good idea.

9. One man wanted yellow curbs in his area to stop people from parking along streets.  The mayor said that this would cause more work for the police. 

The Mayor said that the city spends a lot of money on roads and that developers may have to bear some of the extra costs since they would be in new neighborhoods.  She said that her next topic would be cookie-cutter neighborhoods and she would be discussing parking in driveways rather than streets.  She said she would e-mail presentation to Chair so he could e-mail to all the PFCONA e-mail list.  She wants neighborhoods to be more distinctive.  She is also going to look at more commercial/office development in city, and pedestrian friendly neighborhoods topics.  She wants to have 5-7 topics to talk about this new idea of development.  She said that part of the purpose of this campaign is to get ideas on how to make smaller retail development viable in this city.

Each month on first Wed. from 11:30-12:30 pm she will have “Chat with Cat” luncheons.  Any topic can be brought up at the lunches and she said most often roads and big-box retail are the topics.  

One man asked how the groups that agree with certain proposals are often not heard (not present) at City Council chambers.  The mayor said that the council will do what is best for the city no matter how packed the city hall.  She said that the best way to impact what does and does not get adopted is to vote on the council.

Chair then explained about the consensus cards: yellow, green, and red cards that were passed out at the beginning of the meeting.  Green means you agree with the proposal, yellow means you still have questions but will not block consensus, red means you do not agree and wish to block consensus.

Chair asked for a raise of cards on connecting roads and most said that they agreed (using green cards).  On bump outs most agreed (green cards) and a few didn’t (red).  On decreasing curb radius most agreed (green) but a few didn’t (red).  One lady thought the idea would have to be analyzed for each neighborhood.  When asking about a traffic circle at 10th and Olympic, at least half disagreed (using red cards).  The reasons for disagreement were that they are confusing and people travel the wrong way around the circle.  On second vote concerning the traffic circle, three persons voted red, a few more yellow and less green.  When asking about tree-lined streets, 10 greens and 2 yellows were raised.  One yellow card said that trees should not be planted under power lines.  Another yellow card disagreed that in well-established neighborhoods with tree-lined streets caused her to squint from sun and then shade.  

Chief Buesing said that every stop sign is based on a study and it is not a good idea to just place them anywhere because they are dangerous.  He said that are required to follow traffic codes.  He said that parking on the street slows traffic and has the same effect as trees and bump outs.  He said that congestion and visibility slow people down.   

4. Announcements: 

Lorenzo Sadun, who said he had to leave early, talked briefly about running for District 50 against Michael McCaul for U.S. representative.  He is the write in candidate for the Democratic party.  He said his top 3 issues were education, balancing budget, and ?.

Faith in Action Pflugerville Caregivers, Sorita Lacasa

She is the executive director of the program and the mission is to help the elderly with transportation to grocery, doctor, or other errands.  She said that special transit is only for disabled seniors.  She said that 6 church congregations are involved in the effort and that she wants all the churches involved in the area.  She said they help provide board members and provide funding.  She said that she is asking for funds from a senior friendly grant to bring into Pflugerville.  She asked that all members spread the word that she is looking for volunteers.  She also announced that on Oct. 22nd they are having a golf tournament.  She aid that tickets are available for the dinner from 6-9 pm, which can be bought separately.  

5. City Staff/Council Comments/Announcements:  Mayor, Chief of Police, City Manager

City Manager: City Council – following week Oct. 26, 6:30-7:30 pm will be a work session on the race track.  Annexing property for horse race track is on agenda for next meeting and could be finished by the end of December.  

Mayor: She commented on her marketing initiative which will be topic for next town hall meeting, Nov. 4.  She asked that every group send a representative to pool ideas about how to make a buzz about P-ville and get the businesses we want here. Cecilia Galliano and Gary Robertson volunteered to attend about 4 meetings on this topic. They were told to decide between themselves who would represent PfCONA.

Chief Hooker: He also had a concern about traffic going to Northeast County Park for events.  He said that Travis County officers are not helping with moving vehicles in and out of the park.  One lady asked him about traffic on FM1825 on Saturdays.  He wasn’t aware of this problem. He said that the intersection at Kelly and FM685 is a big problem due to U-turns.  He said they have contact TxDOT but this will take time to study the problems.  Crime:  residential burglaries are constant and he said that crime rate is very low for the city.  


6. PfCONA Committee Reports:

Communications Committee:  Clay is looking for volunteers to help with editing videos.

Safety Committee:  Packet stuffing date will be set soon and e-mailed out to members.  Holiday Lights contest first week of Dec.

Special events/Issues:  Cecilia said that early voting location handouts were available and candidates running for office were also listed on another handout.

Executive committee:  follow-up of stakeholder meetings will be sent out to all.  Chair asked for future topics that could be discussed at our meetings to be submitted to him.  


7. Other Announcements:

Mayor said to sign up again for city e-mail if you were not receiving e-mails.  Contact webmaster@cityofpflugerville.com.

To drive seniors from Heatherwilde Assisted Living Ctr contact Diane at the Center.  

Chair asked for attendees feelings about Race Track:  4 green color cards, 7 yellows, and 2 reds.  Reasons against were lack of profit, increase in traffic, and one lady said noise next to her neighborhood was her concern.

Mark Strama then spoke and he is running for State Representative.  He worked for Rock the Vote in the 1980s.  He encouraged everyone to vote in November.  His biggest issues were redistricting, education, and property taxes.  

Chair said Wag-a-Bag is locating at Heatherwilde and Pflugerville Loop.  

Chair said City Secretary wanted it announced that Oct. 15th is deadline for all city Boards and Commissions and these positions start in January 2005.

8. Adjourned
