PfCONA

Pflugerville Council of Neighborhood Associations

Building Communities Together

P.O. Box 679 ( Pflugerville, TX 78691-0679 ( 512.626-2250 ( www.pfcona.org
Monday, July 12, 2004, 7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m.

1611 East Pfennig Lane, Community Room


1. Sign-in/New Member Sign-up/Review Agenda and Minutes
Rod introduced the subject of the meeting at 7:10 pm.  He asked everyone to introduce themselves to each other and meet someone they haven’t met before.

2. Welcome/Introductions – Chair

Attendees; Rod Reyna of Saxony and PfCONA Chair; Sally Gannaway of Bohl’s Place; Nancy Ramsey of Katymead and PfCONA Vice-Chair; Jacki and Gary Robertson of Boulder Ridge & Second Chance Used Books; Mayor Cat Callen of Mountain Creek HOA; Mario Galliano of Creekside NA; Cecilia Galliano of Creekside NA and PfCONA Vice Chair; Peggy Corcoran of Fairways of Blackhawk; Jeff Coleman of Pflugerville Rotary Club; Allegra Azulay from Heatherwilde and Pflugerville Pfamily web site; Mark Strama, Candidate for State District 10; Chuck Lesniak of Old Town NA; Ruby and Franklin Stiba, off Pfennig La; Clay Leben of Gatlinburg NA; City Manager David Buesing of Katymead; Chief Chuck Hooker, Pflugerville Police Department of Blackhawk; Otto and Gloria Wuthrich of Wuthrich Hill/P-ville Chamber of Commerce; J. Schambah of Heatherwilde HOA; Anthony Martin of Mountain Creek; Mary Helen Marek of Creekside NA; Mike Callen of Mountain Creek HOA; Marcelo Dragniceivich of Creekside; Charlie Summers, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Pastor; and, James Black of Saxony HOA.

PfCONA Chair recognized our new Chief of Police, Chief Hooker, and David Buesing, new City Manager.  Rod also recognized Cat Callen, Mayor, and Mark Strama, candidate for District 50.

3. Speaker:  Neighborhood Watch Coordinator Orientation/National Night Out Prep – Cpl. Mike Clowdus

Cpl. Clowdus, crime prevention officer, announced that he was here for everyone.  He asked about Neighborhood Watch and how many neighborhoods were involved that were represented.  He said that the city police has very good response time and that residents should call if they notice anything or anyone suspicious.  He said that police cannot do their job without the help of the citizens.  He said the police like to have a captain for each block if possible so that everyone gets to know each other.  The training lasts for about 3 hours and each person wanting to be involved in neighborhood watch only have to attend one 3-hour training and then he recommends at least one meeting per year.  There are approximately 83 Neighborhood Watch blocks presently trained.  When every street in neighborhood has been trained, he likes to put up a Welcome sign in the neighborhood proclaiming that this is a Neighborhood Watch neighborhood.  One question was asked about location for training class and Mike said that it could be in the neighborhood in someone’s home or at the library, or justice center.  He said that Tuesday and Thursday nights are the best nights to hold the meetings.  If you are not in the city limits, a county officer from the sheriff’s office can come out and give you training.  

National Night Out came about to keep neighborhood watch groups active and to help start new groups.  He said to get in touch with him if you want to have a national night out party so he could send out police and fire department representatives.  The night of the fun party is August 3rd, first Tuesday of August.  Cpl. Clowdus’ phone number is 670-5512 and email is mclowdus@cityofpflugerville.com.  On July 29th, starting at 6:30 pm the NNO packet stuffing will begin at the Justice Center.  

Jeff Coleman, Pflugerville Rotary Club representative said Rotary wants to have one banquet to recognize everyone and invite “of the Year” award recipients.  He asked if members present would want to have something like this for the community.  He said they may charge in order to raise money for youth scholarships, like GPCC does.  They would want this event to be all persons recognized together for one banquet or meal for community participants, so that they get recognition in front of a diverse group of people and not just their own group.  All members that spoke about it said that they thought it was a good idea though logistics and awards would have to be worked out.  Perhaps the awards could be like the “Five Who Care” or “Five Youth Who Care” that is done in Austin.  It was said that currently the Police Department has a yearly banquet that recognizes police officer of the year, civilian employee of the year, and specific volunteers of the year.  The GPCC also has a banquet that raises money for its scholarship fund where it recognizes a business of the year and citizen of the year.  Perhaps the GPCC would allow other groups to help nominate the citizen of the year.  PfCONA said that it has discussed recognizing a neighborhood of the year.  The city has a volunteer banquet as well every year.  Coleman said that he sees other groups recognizing people at their own banquets as well as the Rotary Banquet.  For any awards that are only offered by Rotary, perhaps other organizations could forward nominees to Rotary.

5.
   Discussion/Problem-solving Topics:

a.) What is a traditional type neighborhood (70’ vs 75’ lot size)?

Cat Callen, Mayor, spoke on this issue.  The Council is talking about a site development code for the entire city.  She said that the sprawl into the ETJ is causing the city to build roads, school districts to build schools, etc.  The Council is looking at larger lots because that way it would be more expensive for a developer to build a subdivision.  This would increase the lot size from 9000 sq. ft.  One member suggested having fewer homes in an area rather than increasing size of lots.  The mayor said that a density number does not make it more expensive to build a subdivision.

Traditional type neighborhood development is combining many different people together in one area.  Walking is also encouraged in these neighborhoods and encourages the small-town feel.  She explained the ALUR process which is a development agreement between the city and the developer in order to encourage mixed-use.  The council wants to encourage developers to take advantage of the ALUR process and is using the larger lots to steer them to the ALUR process instead.  August 10th from 6:30-7:30 pm a work session will be held to find out what the residents of the city want and she encouraged citizens to come out.  


b.) Naming of city Reservoir

Neighborhoods were encouraged to send comments on the naming to the City.  Several suggestions were:  Pioneer Lake, Pflugerville Lake, and Wilkommen Lake.  Wilkommen Town Center has been a name suggested for Gin Tract in Downtown Master Plan.


c.) Architectural Review Board vs. city Staff Architect

Cecilia Galiano, Treasurer, is on the Architectural Review Board for Pflugerville and some Council members are saying that it is not necessary for the city overall.  The Downtown Board is 2-3 months old and the purpose is to improve the appearance of commercial buildings in downtown.  There are 5 members, one of which is an architect and other members have construction experience.  There are four components of the Board:


a. decide on code

b. group dynamics

c. city’s expectations

d. business’ expectations.


    They are trying to define who they are and what they are going to do.  The 

Board will give a response to the builder within 7 days so there will be no hold up.  One member brought up that the review board kept it more open for public input than a city staff architect.  This member expressed concern that the meetings were not held at the same time each month so that citizens knew when to attend.  He suggested that the City secretary send out an e-mail on the review meetings since they are not regularly scheduled.  The mayor brought up that the staff architect was not to replace the downtown review board but to function for the rest of the city.  The review board is planned for only the downtown architecture.


d.) Development of PFCONA community Calendar and Tibits Blog. See www.pfcona.org. Neighborhood and community leaders can post to the calendar and audio (MP3) files may soon be added to the Tidbits Blog (see below).

Safety Committee – 

CERT training is still going on and teaches you how to take care of yourself in case of an emergency as well as being able to helping your neighbors/friends, etc.  Chief Hooker said that all classes are open for more volunteers.  Welcome Mug program needs more business sponsors or community organization sponsors.  $100 for 500 mugs is cost of sponsorship.  Businesses provide material for stuffing in mugs.


Communications Committee –

Clay said that PfCONA would do short video tapes of community-related events if anyone wanted PfCONA’s help including broadcast on Cox Cable Ch. 10.


Blog is the tidbits link to recent and past tidbits.  Five minute audio blogs will soon be available if a neighborhood has something they want to announce and this is an MP3 file.  Community calendar is now on the website with all city meetings and neighborhood meetings.  Any community organization can send in info, even churches can send in. See PfCONA Chair for ID and passwordg.  Guest book is where you can leave your opinions about the website or announce events.  Three NAs are using the PFCONA website as their website.


Special Events/Issues –

GPCC Expo has booths from businesses and organizations and $200 for non-members includes 8x8 table, 2 chairs, and a sign.  You must provide your own insurance.  Date for expo is Sept. 18th.  PfCONA doesn’t have enough money for a booth.  [St. Pauls Episcopal Church pastor after PfCONA meeting said they would probably do a booth and would like PfCONA to share their booth with them, but they would cover the cost.  PfCONA would have to see if GPCC would allow this and we would have to see if there were enough people to volunteer to staff booth].


Executive Committee/Advisors –

In September two stakeholder meetings may be held to promote Downtown Master Plan and to educate public and get feedback from affected stakeholders on Master Plan.  These meetings are to raise awareness and further the implementation to move forward.  One meeting will be east of Railroad and the other west of Railroad, most likely at Timmerman or Brookhollow.


Worksession, Tuesday evening at 6:30 pm is concerning the Cap Metro plan for transportation.


City Master Plan is now on city website.


Treasurer’s Report:  $1610 balance. Need one or two more Mug Program sponsors to order mugs.  We are out now.


6. Mayor/Chief Comments –

One member expressed concern with traditional neighborhoods and how the major roads such as FM1825 separate the city.  He asked if there were any ideas of bridges across the major roads.  The mayor said that part of city transportation plan would include sidewalks or walkways over roads.  

Crime Alerts – see cars unlocked and kids going through cars at night and taking stereos or whatever they find in vehicles.  Chief suggested locking vehicles and report suspicious activity.  HEAT stickers will help police identify your car especially if they want to go across the border.

Keep Pflugerville Beautiful – pink slip program to report abuses.

City Manager – playscape grant attained from LCRA for Gilleland Park, reservoir coming along at Weiss and Pfluger Lane and will be finished by early summer next year, PF4 trying to get grants, police dept. caught a burglar in the act inside the building.  City employee will be recognized for saving the life of a child in a pool.  Two other officers were recognized for saving a lady in flood water on Pfluger Lane.  

7. Adjournment 
Meeting adjourned at 9:30 pm.


