Minutes for February 12, 2007

Neighborhood Leader Roundtable

Pflugerville Council of Neighborhood Associations (PfCONA)

Duration: 7:00 to 8:30 PM. Pflugerville Justice Center

Submitted by Ellen Bailey, Secretary/Treasurer

1.
Welcome:

Rod Reyna, PfCONA Chair, opened the meeting and welcomed special guests:  Dori Glanz, staff for Representative Mark Strama’s Office, Loretta Farb, Comissioner Sarah Eckhardt’s Office, Chuck Hooker, Chief of Police, and Kevin Kluge, staff of the Parks and Recreation Department.

2.
Attendance: (according to sign-in sheet)

In attendance were the following board members:  Rod Reyna (Saxony) -Chair, Chris Carmon (Sky View) - Safety Committee, and Clay Leben (Gatlinburg) - Communication Committee Chair. Also in attendance: Pat McCord (Meadows Parks), Dick Corroron (Blackhawk Fairways), Peg Corroron (Blackhawk Fairways), Gary Robertson (Boulder Ridge), Jacki Robertson (Boulder Ridge), Chris Harrison (Alliance Management), Rachael Gerdos (Camb Heights Meadows), Ellen Bailey (Springbrook Meadows), Chris Ruiz (Saxony), Angel Hernandez (West Park/Park Place), Allegra Azulay (Picadilly  Ridge/Windermere), Mary Esther Garza (Springbrook Glenn) and Chaad Kirchner (Falcon Pointe).

3.
Announcements:

Allison, a Washington Mutual Bank staff person from the Tech Ridge Branch, announced that free financial education seminars are available concerning credit card responsibility, identity theft, lending, and checking accounts for children from Kindergarten to the 12th Grade. Programs can be arranged by calling her at 251-7411 ext. 3. Rod thanked her for attending and passing out information on their banking services. 

4.
Group Exercise:

Rod Reyna asked the audience to divide into two discussion groups to brainstorm 1) what PfCONA did well in 2006 and 2) what PfCONA needed to improve in 2007. Each group reported their list of accomplishments and areas for improvements. Pat McCord wrote the information on the white board. Some items PfCONA did well included: zoning advocacy, input on Wal-Mart design, the web site, the meeting speakers and topics, the email newsletter Tidbits, the candidate forums, and the get out the vote signs. Some items for improvement included: better web site design to keep current and archive old topics, better neighborhood recruitment/meeting attendance, training for neighborhoods and leaders, improved exchange or mentoring between neighborhoods to organize activities.

5. 
Committee Reports:  There were no board reports.
6. 
Announcements:

Clean Up Day: Angel Martinez, chair of the Keep Pflugerville Beautiful Committee, announced that a City Wide Cleanup would be held Saturday, April 21, 2007 from 8 am to noon. A dumpster will be located at 1200 N. Railroad across from Brookhollow Elementary School. All manner of large trash items will be accepted including paint. If you would like to volunteer for this event, please visit www.volunteermatch.org, find the listing for Pflugerville’s Community Clean Up, and submit your information.  You many also contact Michelle Pundt or Lori Paul at the City Manager’s Office, (512)990-4363.
Parks and Recreation: Mike Callan, Parks and Recreation board member, and Kevin Kluge, City staff, announced that planning was underway for a triathlon event at Lake Pflugerville the 3rd weekend of June. An entrance fee was not yet set; but could be $65.00. The event would include a 500-yard swim, 3.2-mile run and 17-mile bike ride. The Parks and Recreation board is also planning a fireworks display at Lake Pflugerville on Sunday July 1, 2007. Neighborhoods can help recruit Park Ranger Volunteers for Lake Pflugerville by calling the Parks and Recreation Department at 251-5082. The Downtown Planning Commission is considering extending the Deutchenfest by holding a farmers market downtown at the same time in May.

Dori Glanz from Rep. Mark Strama’s office said ideas for legislation were welcome. He and his wife had their first child, a baby girl, about three weeks ago.

Loretta Farb, staff for Travis County Commissioner Sarah Eckhardt, said that Commissioner Eckhardt will have a Coffee Jolt Think Tank in Pflugerville on Wednesday February 21 at Lone Star Espresso, 200 E. Pecan Street at 8:00 am. These Think Tanks will be presented every third Wednesday of every month in coffee houses throughout Travis County.

Chief of Police Hooker emphasized the importance of citizen involvement to the police in keeping our community safe.  There were lots of burglaries during the December holidays, but many of the culprits had been arrested. He also said the animal leash law will be discussed at the next Council meeting and neighbors may want to attend.

7. 
Election of 2007 Board: A nominating committee report for a slate of 2007 officers was presented by Rod Reyna: Chairman -- Pat McCord, Vice Chairman -- Angel Martinez, and Secretary/Treasurer -- Ellen Bailey. Each candidate introduced himself or herself. There were no nominations from the floor.  A motion from the audience was made and seconded to elect the slate of new officers by acclamation.  The motion was passed unanimously as indicated by voice and a raising of hands.

8.
Acknowledgements: The entire audience unanimously accepted a motion to acknowledge the dedication and service given by the outgoing PfCONA Executive Committee of Chairman Rod Reyna, Vice-Chairman Jeff Sims, and Secretary/Treasurer Nancy Ramsey.
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