PfCONA

Pflugerville Council of Neighborhood Associations

Building Communities Together

P.O. Box 679 ( Pflugerville, TX 78691-0679 ( info@pfcona.org  ( www.pfcona.org
Monday, December 13, 2004, 7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m.

1611 East Pfennig Lane, Community Room
1. Welcome - PfCONA Chair welcomed everyone to the town meeting and asked everyone to meet a new person in the room and then asked everyone to say what neighborhood they were from. The following 25 persons by order of sign-in were present at the meeting (some arrived late or had to leave as meeting progressed), plus 5 panelists (noted in #3): Gary and Jacki Robertson of Boulder Ridge; G. and C. Prowant of Bohl’s Place; Peggy Corcoran of Blackhawk Fairway; Joanna  and Nicholas Terry of Villages of Hidden Lake; Sally Gannaway of Bohl’s Place; Clay Leben of Gatlinburg; Starlett Sattler of Katymead (and P&Z); Deb Dye of Parkcrest; Rod Reyna, PfCONA Chair and Saxony President; Claude Detjens of Bohl’s Place; Allegra Azulay of Picadilly Ridge; Robert and Kristi Hilton of Bohl’s Crossing; Bob Russell of Springbrook Glen; Kay Schoening of Katymead; Claudia Ballan of Katymead; Mario and Cecilia Galliano of Creekside; Jeff Sims of Parkcrest; Scott Winton of Willowcreek; Mayor Cat Callen of Mountain Creek; and, Nancy Ramsey of Katymead, PfCONA Secretary/Treasurer.


2. Announcements – 

Superintendent: Chair said that the school board is inviting everyone to a meeting on Dec. 16th to announce the new superintendent.  

Marketing Task Force: Mayor Cat Callen announced that the City’s Marketing Task Force is a group with reps from many different groups.  She said they are looking for an image for the town and a slogan.  She said that they had their first meeting and it went really well.  Chair asked people to E-mail the mayor with any ideas on the town slogan. Groups represented on the task force, including PfCONA, have been asked to submit five slogans each. One slogan that PfCONA submitted is “Blaze a Trail in Pflugerville” due to our many trials our city is known for, like Austin; plus, our new highways coming in and wish for businesses to blaze a trail by coming to Pflugerville to serve our families (rooftops).

PfCONA Executive Committee: Chair announced that PfCONA members would be voting on new officers in January.  He also asked for nominations and told people to give those to officers during or after meeting.  He asked if contacts from neighborhoods had any announcements to make and none did.  He thanked everyone for attending the meeting.  He went over the color cards consensus process and how they could be used to voice opinion (give feedback/input) on any proposals presented tonight. He said it was also explained at the bottom of the agenda (like below). 

Green = agree with the proposal  at hand
Yellow = Have a question before I can make a decision (or I do not agree but can live with the proposal—not willing to block consensus)
Red = I am against the proposal and will block consensus

3. Proposed FM685/Pfennig retail development – Panelists included Trey Salinas and Dallas Kelley, with Martin & Salinas Public Affairs, who was hired by Wal-Mart. Also, Joe Grasso and Mark Aflatooni, with Doucet & Associates, an engineering firm also hired by Wal-Mart.  Mr. Salinas said that he works on the process of getting a Wal-Mart approved.  Mr. Aflatooni gave a Power Point presentation.  Mr. Salinas talked about the pad sites at the front of the development and stated that they are keeping the middle pad site of the three.  The Power Point slides showed the rendering of the store front as originally presented in the first meeting with neighborhood leaders.  They showed the renderings for the stores at Parmer and Hwy 79.  

Ms. Lynn Ann Carley, a WHM Transportation Engineering traffic engineer, discussed the traffic impact study.  The study was done in August 2004 with counts of traffic at Pflugerville and Pfennig and Railroad/Pfennig.  They assumed a 5% growth rate over the next year.  Pflugerville Loop extension is proposed to be a 4-way road.  Wal-Mart is proposing a traffic signal to TXDot at Pfennig and FM685.  

Mr. Salinas brought up that neighborhoods should tell their neighborhood leaders what their main issues are with the store so that those issues can be given to these reps and discussed at a future community workgroup meeting.  

Chair went over the facts about the store:  203,000 sq.ft. store, garden center, automotive center, and gas station on the Pfennig side.  TxDOT in the past has said that they would not put a traffic signal at Pfennig and FM685.  There were 6 green, 3 yellow, and 9 red cards on whether people present liked the Wal-Mart proposal.  

Those present were asked if the store came  would people like the Hwy 79 store design? This resulted in 9 green, 6 yellow, and 4 red color cards.  Asked who wants Wal-Mart to come to Pflugerville? This resulted in 9 green, 5 yellow, and 5 red.  

One lady asked what the sales tax break would be if Wal-Mart came to town and Mr. Salinas said that no tax incentives/abatements were requested/given and that they didn’t know what the property taxes were in the city.  Wal-Mart estimates that from a sales tax perspective that they would generate $500,000 a year.  The Mayor pointed out that the city would get $250,000 approximately since half of $500,000 goes to PCDC.  She said that this would come to 2 cents per $100,000 and that the city probably could not reduce the tax rate due to city expenses.  She said the money could be used for roads or police officers.  

Sally Gannaway from Bohl’s Place/Bohl’s Crossing Neighborhood Association asked about traffic flow and she requested that people not have to drive in front of store to enter off of Pflugerville Loop.  She asked that a drive be place at the north green area on that side of the store as a second drive off FM 685.  Mr. Grasso said that he didn’t think another drive would accomplish diversion of traffic off Pfennig.  

One person asked about Pfennig being widened.  Mr. Grasso stated that Wal-Mart would widen Pfennig to 3 lanes along their property.  Ms. Dye asked why Wal-Mart couldn’t widen the road all the way down to Railroad.  

Another lady asked about kids walking to school on Pfennig and the additional traffic.  Mr. Salinas said there would be internal traffic problems always but most traffic would come from FM 685 and Pflugerville Loop.  Many present said that traffic would still come down Pfennig instead of down Pflugerville Loop from the southern neighborhoods.  Several persons remarked that Pfennig would still be used by southern neighborhoods and it wasn’t safe for kids walking to schools.  

Chair said that he had talked with Randy Reece of PISD, about seeing if a PISD school board member could come to tonight’s meeting.  He went on to say that he had asked Mr. Reece to check into whether the empty lot to west of Parkcrest Middle School football stadium could become a parking lot (temporary if nothing else) to lessen traffic and parking along street. 

One person asked why Wal-Mart chose to locate closer to Pfennig than to the extended Loop.  Mr. Salinas said that the site works and the landowner’s preference is to locate there.  When Chair asked those present who would want to see 7-9 Wal-Mart trucks per day on Pfennig Ln., 18 red cards were raised.  Chair then said that Wal-Mart had been asked to put in a road at the back of the store off of the extended Loop to allow trucks to enter off the Loop.  Mr. Aflatooni said that the landowners would be approached about a back drive.  

One lady said she wanted to hear more demographics about traffic in front of schools on Railroad and at Pfennig.  

Jeff Sims of Parkcrest Neighborhood Association asked about 24-hour store and what would keep HEB from going to 24 hour store.  Mr. Salinas answered that Wal-Mart’s customers want a 24-hour store and a very big store.  

Mr. Aflatooni addressed how the site would be recessed into the ground because the land slopes and behind the store the grade cut would be between 8-12 feet down.  The height of the store in the back would be 24.8 feet and 30 ft in the front.  

Ms. Dye asked about how Wal-Mart sign will look since nothing related to a sign has yet to be presented since a previous meeting.  Mr. Aflatooni said that there were no plans to ask for a variance to the site code and that a monument sign is what they were planning.  

Another lady asked about 24/7 and said that if the customers in Pflugerville don’t want 24/7 then could it not be those hours.  Mr. Salinas said that they would discuss with Wal-Mart.  Asked if 24/7 was preferred, those present voiced:  4 green, 5 yellow, and 5 red cards. The Hwy 79 store elevations are within ½ foot of what the Pflugerville store was designed as.  Mr. Aflatooni said that a wall would run down entire back of store to shield the view of the back of the store and the mechanical equipment there.  

Clay Leben with Gatlinburg Neighborhood Association, asked about water runoff and water collection on the parking lot and what could be used besides asphalt for the parking lot.  Mr. Grasso said asphalt is usually used and the detention pond would collect the runoff.  He said that lot is designed for a 20-year design life.  

Chair brought up other concerns:  light pollution, property values, trash in parking lot, garden center items in parking lot, storage containers that public can view in lots, signage, detention pond location, kid’s safety, and livable wages and benefits.  

Nancy Ramsey, of Katymead subdivision, asked if a traffic signal is not allowed by TxDOT at Pfennig and FM 685, would Wal-Mart still locate at that intersection?  Mr. Salinas said that they were confident that they could work through any problems with TxDOT.  

One person asked about design of gas station.  Murphy Oil builds the gas station and not Wal-Mart and that area is leased to them.  When Mr. Aflatooni said that lighting would be recessed, the Mayor added that site development code in town requires recessed lights.  

One lady said she didn’t like green awnings from the Hwy 79 store and she didn’t like the blue on the façade—color in middle section of Main St. design, which reminded her of old Wal-Mart store design.  Regarding whether green awnings were preferred, the opinion of those present was: 5 green, 2 yellow, and 6 red color cards.  The opinion of blue color, similar to old Wal-Marts, on Hwy 79 design was: 4 yellow and 12 red.  

Mr. Aflatooni said that in Central Texas they have used green and red on the background for the Wal-Mart signs.  

Mr. Salinas ended by saying that they would never make everybody happy but one of their goals is to take as much input from everyone as they can.  Wal-Mart is trying to improve how they work with the community, whether it’s design or traffic.  

Chair asked those still present at the end of the meeting, who thinks that Wal-Mart is in the best interest of Pflugerville:  9 green, 2 yellow, and 3 red. 
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