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TOWN MEETING: Gambling Forum

Monday, November 8, 2004, 7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.

Pflugerville Elementary School

PfCONA Chair, Rod Reyna, started meeting at approximately 7:15 p.m.  Fifty were in attendance. He announced that we had changed our meetings from business meetings to Town Meetings.  The reason for this is that we want to bring in people from all over the city and from city government.  He said that in August some residents heard about the racetrack plans and started asking questions at that town meeting but that a lot of people still don’t know anything about the racetrack.  He discussed the agenda for the meeting and the course of dialogue about gambling that was a handout.  


He said the purpose of the meeting was to get neighbors to talk and tell each other their opinions.  He told everyone to separate from persons they know and gather eight to a table if possible.  He then asked everyone to introduce themselves to each other.  Chair then introduced Taylor Willingham from Texas Forums who was our guest to help run the Forum.  Every group then picked a scribe and started their discussion. 
[See related small group minutes and participant survey results].

Large Group Discussion:

At 8:40 pm Chair asked the groups to end their deliberation.

He asked how many present were city staff:  2; city council, 3; neighborhood leader elected/appointed/volunteered,  10; business persons, 5; neighborhood association,  20; clergy, 1.

How many thought this was different than what they thought:  almost all

How many learned something:  almost all

Chair thanked everyone for coming and participating with persons of all views and opinions.  He said we are all community and live together in one city.  He said we can alienate ourselves or agree to disagree.

Taylor W. talked and said she was surprised by how many people had learned something.  

What did you learn about your own thinking or other person’s thinking:  one lady said she was challenged to formulate her thoughts and get input from others, proximity to the issue and political background could have some bearing.


Chuck Larosche of City Council said it was frustrating that people don’t know as much as they should since they have more ways of communicating and know less.  Role of council is very dynamic and he said the reality is that there are relationships and some information may not be digested due to time constraints and that CC has insider information.


One man said he was now taking an interest in city politics after this issue came up because he was surprised at the how many voted in the city election.


Clay Leben said that one of his group participants was from another state and told his story of how Video Lottery Terminals were out of control where he came from.


Helen Mary Marek discussed how it might affect the state lottery that there would be other gambling options.


One resident said the citizens of Pflugerville don’t realize that we don’t have control over gambling at the racetrack but the state does.


One lady said that this city is a nursery community and not an adult entertainment community.


Taylor W. asked what some of the tensions were that made it important to for all to talk:


Mayor said that the strongest issue she says is that it’s a decision about the image of Pflugerville.  |


Tension is around the identity of the community and this is a deep and personal issue.


Tony Wertz said that the big issue is that the citizens were not allowed to vote and that we could have accepted the outcome of a vote.  He said that was the wedge that is being placed between the CC and the citizens.  He said that if CC had taken position that they were not ready to make a decision on Oct 26th since they had not heard much from the community, that this would not now be such a divided community. 


Chair said that Tony talked about issue #2 and how he agreed with that choice.


Later discussion:  The Reverend said that choice #3 did not bring up both sides of the moral issue.


Chair asked if there were any grey areas in the deliberation:


Chuck Lezniak said that something that he heard people say is that the difference between a racetrack and a hall with VLTs is it is a grey area.  He said that he was fine with a racetrack but people talking about the image doesn’t seem the same as a big bldg. with VLTs in it.  He said most people said their opposition was against the VLTs.


Duane Blakeslee:  He said that he and the Council felt backed into the corner by the citizens and probably made that decision too early.  They felt there was no time to hold an election and they were forced to make the decision due to negotiations on annexation.


One man said that there were a lot of grey areas and gambling or no gambling was not the issue.  He said that the lack of information and the process has not been good.  He said he was at the Oct 26th hearing and begged to have vote put off and that he was told that he couldn’t talk because there was an hour and a half to talk at the meeting.  He said that there were visual aids and that the information was withheld from the citizens.  He said that even the city website was down this morning.  He said that the racetrack should be moved away from the park.  He said that CC and mayor made our decision with no input and that this tells us that we had no input.


Chair asked how many people wanted to meet more than once or twice on major issues:  75% said they wanted to.  


He asked how many people think that neighborhood associations should bring this up months in advance these kinds of issues:  70% agreed.


He asked how many people think we should meet on the racetrack issue again:  17 out of 47 agreed.  


He said that one reason we had the meeting was to talk but also the chance to meet again and help inform the community and address other concerns.


Other Issues that were not discussed and need to be:

Traffic :  60%-70%

Tony Wertz said that any major issue should be brought up to the citizens that will be affected.  He said this would build respect for the CC.  He said that after living here 22 years he had not seen anything like this.  Chuck L., of the CC, said that some things are out of the city’s control.  Chuck said that he would be happy to meet with any group any time.


Helen Mary Marek said that PFCONA meetings have helped with communication about city issues. 

Chair showed the book that was used for tonight’s deliberation could be bought at www.nifi.org website.  He said that the cost was $3.90/each.  He said that this was a tool to help with meeting discussions for NAs.


Starlet Sattler said that she used to feel that she was out of touch but you can watch Channel 10 and watch the CC meetings or read the minutes.  She said that some of the issues are addressed and if you didn’t pay attention you may think that they are not being discussed.


Bruce Wood thanked everyone for coming out and he said that this is the biggest issue in the 20 years he has lived in this community.  He said that we need to fix traffic as #1 issue.  He said that he cannot except gaming and he thinks it is a big issue for Pflugerville.  He said that business owners think this will help them but he is against the racetrack. 


Most persons present said they have a passion for Pflugerville.


Chuck LaRosche thanked  Chair and Taylor for their efforts.


Chair presented her with a PFCONA welcome mug.


One business owner said that citizens are like students and that it is the citizens’ job to find the information.  She said that if we don’t get the info we want, we as citizens have a responsibility to get that information.


Cecilia Galliano, PfCONA Vice Chair, asked for the moderators comment sheets.

Taylor talked about information and said that the kind of information that you get from communication.  She said that these conversations should happen long before decisions are made.  She closed talking about Texas Forums and said that they are trying to change the way that democracy works.  She said that it’s at the LBJ Library and the website is www.texasforums.org.  She said that the group helped her do her job and said that if a neighborhood wants to have a deliberation to let her know.

Meeting ended about 9:15 p.m.

