PfCONA

Pflugerville Council of Neighborhood Associations

Building Communities Together

P.O. Box 679 ( Pflugerville, TX 78691-0679 ( info@pfcona.org ( www.pfcona.org
TOWN MEETING

Monday, October 10, 2005, 7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m.

1611 East Pfennig Lane, Community Room

1. Sign-In and New Member Sign-up –
Attendees included (in order of sign-in):  Rod Reyna (Saxony/PfCONA Chair); David Armisted (Wildflower); Greg Monroe, Sean Dreas, and Michael Anderson of Pflugerville Professional Firefighters Association; Nick Perkins and spouse; Larry Hackney (Highland Park); John Grasshoff and Mike Howe (Travis County ESD#2); Monique Goode (Saxony/ The Storehouse Food Pantry); Rebecca Berryhill (Bohl’s Place); Peg Corcoran (Fairways at Blackhawk); Dana Bartholomew (Willow Creek); Gloria Wuthrich (Wuthrich Hill); Tammy Pirtle (Dist. 50, Rep. Mark Strama); Clay Leben (Gatlinburg); Thad Yousling (Heatherwilde); Cat Callen (Mountain Creek/Mayor); Mike Callen (Mountain Creek); David Buesing (Katymead/City Manager); David Wells and Connie Heyer (attorneys); Jeff Sims (Parkcrest/PfCONA Vice Chair); and, Nancy Ramsey (Katymead/PfCONA Secty/Treas.).
2. Member Introductions – PfCONA Chair had everyone present introduce themselves to anyone in the room that they hadn’t met before. PfCONA Chair went over the purpose of PfCONA.

3. Community-Building PfCONA Volunteer Updates - 
Welcome Mug Program: Another stuffing will be scheduled soon. See PfCONA Vice Chair if you wish to help or want to be a sponsor.

Communication Committee: PfCONA Chair reminded everyone that a request to City Council for neighborhoods/residents to be notified earlier about commercial development is on hold but will be forwarded to Council when it is explained to more neighborhoods such as at future roundtable meetings. 
Special Events/Issues: Nov. 8th is Election Day – Travis Co. Bond Election, ESD #2 annexation, and Statewide Amendments. Bond election includes park and open space bonds. Northeast Metro park would get a skate park and E. Pecan would be widened beyond city limits to SH130, both if passed.
Pflugerville Community Wide Initiative: St. Mary’s Baptist Church is working with North Rural Community Center, City, PISD, PfCONA, The Storehouse, and others to provide information and help for hurricane evacuees.  Info on PfCONA and city of Pflugerville websites.

Envision Central Texas Summit: Nov. 19th – open to anyone who registers online. There will be several roundtables, one for developers, one for citizens, and one for landowners. PfCONA Vice Chair will be attending in place of PfCONA Chair.
4. Short Presentation:  Michael Anderson, Pflugerville Professional Firefighters Association President
Spoke about the organization and services that they provide.  Pflugerville Fire Department is synonymous with PPFA. It was created for rural areas that weren’t able to provide fire service.  Funding is sales tax and ESD#2 property taxes.  Governed by board of commissioners of which there are five and they are appointed by Travis Co Commissioners.  In 2004, answered over 3,900 alarms. Fire district extends beyond city of Pflugerville city limits.  They have over 100 sq. miles to cover.  [They brought map of their territory and showed those present]  They provide medical first response and traditional firefighting, flooded homes, code enforcement, and public education.  They service 2-3 schools at a time teaching elementary school children about fire safety.  Pflugervillefire.com is their website.  
The PPFA was founded in 2001 and made up of members of suppression side.  PPFA has been involved in the community since their inception and one way included raising more than $50,000 for 911 victims.  They were instrumental in providing defibrulators for each school in PISD.

The Muscular Dystrophy Association (MDA) fill the boot campaign is a yearly event and firefighters have raised billion of dollars for MDA.  Starting this year they will have a color guard.  Mike said that they wanted to be able to answer questions of citizens and to reach out to the community.  Jeff Sims, Parkcrest, asked what to do with old fire extinguishers.  PPFA members said that it was best to throw the old ones away and that they were not hazardous waste.  Open houses were being held on 11th at station 2 and 13th at central Pflugerville (downtown) location.  November is possible time for citizens fire training and Community Emergency Response Team (CERT).  Larry Hackney, Highland Park, asked about alleys and if that’s the only way to come into this subdivision.  Mike said that they could get in neighborhood with delivery car but found it best to use alleys in subdivision since parking along street could block fire trucks.  Resident said that the back of homes were not marked with street addresses and then another attendee said to contact boy scout group to help get that done.

5. Speaker:  Mike Howe, ESD#2 Commissioner/Treasurer, Annexation Brief-
Declared that we have the best fire department in the region and is the only department in state with compressed foam, which causes a lot less damage.  Annexation would include 100 sq. miles of service area. Area east of Pflugerville is proposed as being annexed into ESD #2 because they requested it.  Majority of voters must vote in favor of annexing this area.  Taxes will not go up but newly serviced customers will pay tax.  One attendee asked about how sparsely populated the area was.  About $14 million dollars in property value is in this proposed annexation area.  Travis county will be conducting election.  Early voting at any voting location.  Voting will be in normal voting locations.  

6. Speaker:  Connie Heyer, Attorney, expert on HOA bylaws/property law -
Works for firm specializing in home owner associations and at least ½ of her work is concerning HOA matters.  Deed restricted community with homeowners association that is mandatory and HOA can enforce restrictions.  Deed restricted community with no HOA or non-mandatory can only sue neighbor to enforce restrictions.  Areas without deed restrictions cannot get together and force deed restrictions on an area unless every member of community wanted deed restrictions.  She said you can tell differences between communities with mandatory deed restrictions, such as better resale, more maintained homes.  Vast majority of persons living in HOA areas do like living in HOA-restricted neighborhoods.  She encouraged HOAs to invite political representatives to come to meetings.  What is difference between homeowners association and neighborhood associations?  NAs are usually non-mandatory but this is not restricted.  Original developers decides whether the HOA will be mandatory or not.  
Clay Leben, Gatlinburg, asked for resources concerning mediation or books to read.  www.capitol.state.tx.us to get state statutes online and look up chapters 201-209. Community association also has a website and they offer board member training.  City Manager Buesing asked if board members could come here.  She said that she would give info on local chapter if she were sent an email.  Legislation for HOAs that were not passed:  HOA foreclosure rights, lawsuits against owners (not many homes are foreclosed on) and this bill would have made it harder for owner to redeem home after foreclosure.  One bill would have required homeowner to pay extra fees if some fine was levied on them or their occupants, one bill required all materials be required in English and Spanish.  Only HOA bill that passed was political signage in neighborhoods.  HOA cannot prohibit political signage in homeowner’s yards.  One attendee asked:  Who educates citizens what is expected of them when they are in an HOA?  Connie said that homeowner must read HOA rules and find out for themselves before buying in HOA.  She said that posting a sign in the community saying this is a deed restricted community helps.  One lady asked how you deal with non-mandatory HOA issues.  Connie said lawsuits or voluntary enforcement are options.  Two thousand dollars would be minimum cost for filing lawsuit.  She said that HOA legislation attracts a lot of media scrutiny.  Do HOAs have expiration date?  She said most say that they automatically renew for a 10-year period after initial period is expired.  Voluntary NA – could they be a 501c4?  Connie said yes, that would probably be okay and you would have to follow the act, such as having bylaws.  Usual % of HOA fees for administrative cost?  She said that she doesn’t manage HOAs.  Are most HOAs the same?  She said by-laws are usually quite limited and not specific to building codes but declaration is meat of restrictions.  Written agreement of owners can amend by-laws.

7. Mayor/Councilman/Chief/City Manager – Mayor Cat Callen said Town Hall – Nov. 3rd on subject of Austin Community College annexation, from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. PfCONA and other organizations are sponsoring Envision Central Texas presentation sometime in January.  Purpose is to educate Pflugerville and see if citizens want to embrace the plan.

City Manager David Buesing said that at 3:05 pm today water began flowing into the lake.  It will take 3-5 months to fill lake.  Pflugerville Loop is being bid out and a traffic signal should be installed since they are working with state.  City Manager said please go vote and that politicians pay attention to who votes and who doesn’t.

8. Announcements - 
Monique Goode – The Storehouse – She said she volunteered to help The Storehouse food pantry.  In September they gave out 2,020 bags of groceries.  There are still Katrina and Rita hurricane evacuees in this area.  She is now The Storehouse food drive coordinator and will get together with people in subdivisions and schools to organize food drives.  She said that if anyone would like to donate food the storehouse will give out the food or share with other food pantries.  In Saxony, she made flyers and put out brown paper sacks and asked people to fill these with food and set outside on certain days and then volunteers picked up.

It was mentioned that Library is having book sale Nov. 17th.

Dana Bartholomew said that 600 people were served pancakes on Oct. 1st at Fallen Warrior Memorial Breakfast hosted by Pflugerville Pfamilies Pfirst and over $6,500 was earned.  She thanked everyone who volunteered and everyone who came out and ate pancakes.
9. Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.
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