PfCONA

Pflugerville Council of Neighborhood Associations

Building Communities Together

P.O. Box 679 ( Pflugerville, TX 78691-0679 ( info@pfcona.org ( www.pfcona.org
TOWN MEETING

Monday, September 12, 2005, 7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m.

1611 East Pfennig Lane, Community Room

1. Sign-In and New Member Sign-up –
Attendees included (in order of sign-in):  Rod Reyna (PfCONA Chair) of Saxony HOA; Greg Monroe and Sean Dreas of Pflugerville Professional Firefighters Association; David Buesing, City Manager, of Katymead; Thad Yousling of Heatherwilde HOA; Sally Gannaway of Bohls NA; Mark Gladney, City Councilman; Bruce Wood, City Councilman; Dana Bartholomew of Willow Creek; Julia Ruiz of Katymead; Lynette Andrews of Pflugerville Pflag; Superintendent Dr. Patricia Pickles of Pflugerville Independent School District; Chief Chuck Hooker, Pflugerville Police Department; . Nancy Ramsey (PfCONA Secretary/Treasurer) of Katymead; Randy Reese, PISD Public Information Officer; and, Jeff Sims (PfCONA Vice-Chair) of Parkcrest NA.

2. Member Introductions – PfCONA Chair had everyone present introduce themselves to anyone in the room that they hadn’t met before. 

3. Hurricane Disaster Relief Efforts Update –St. Mary’s Baptist Church is the designated contact for local disaster relief.  132 kids are in the school district presently who are evacuees.  At 10am on Sept. 13th there will be a meeting at St. Mary’s to discuss disaster relief.  Needed are clothes, backpacks, host residences, jobs, etc. for evacuees.  Chief Hooker said that Rosemont Apartments have had 37 families apply for housing.  Sat. at 5 pm there will be a welcome party, food, clothes, furniture, are needed, and staff at Rosemont will be glad to take donations at 16701 N. Heatherwilde.  Schools in PISD are also getting together donations to give to kids and collecting them at the Opportunity Center at PHS via Project HELP. PfCONA Chair mentioned many efforts going on in town that neighborhoods, community organizations, charities, and schools are doing. 

4. Mayor/Council/City Manager/Chief Comments – David Buesing, City Manager, talked about part of the Pflugerville ISD that is not in Pflugerville city limits and is not in our ETJ.  He said that the city would prefer to keep this area to the east in the city limits because it is part of the PISD school district.  Manor is also trying to stop Austin from taking land in their ETJ.  The city can annex some of the property and then the city can reach out 5 miles from that annexation and keep the land in their ETJ.

Councilman Bruce Wood and Mark Gladney were in attendance at the meeting.  Bruce W. said Pflugerville Crossing is the major development that will be on the agenda Tues. night for its first reading.  

5. Dr. Patricia Pickles, PISD Superintendent Speaker:  

In relation to issues that PfCONA and others have brought up in relation to partnering with PISD:

School Board Members participating at PFCONA Town Meetings:  Superintendent Pickles said she believes in partnering.  She said that she had met with faith-based community and neighborhood associations, and other community groups.  

$1 million umbrella insurance policy to have a meeting at the school facilities restriction:  She said that the Sept. 19th meeting is not held at the school district’s facilities in order to partner with non-school sites. She said that PISD shares the problems with not being able to use school facilities. PfCONA Chair said that umbrella policy is not usually had by neighborhoods and since their small meetings do not involve playing a sport in a gym, for instance, that this perhaps should not require insurance. Jeff Sims of Parkcrest NA said that they would like to use school facility for its neighborhood meeting. It is right next door to their neighborhood, but it can’t at this time due to requirements.

School Board meetings broadcast on Channel 10: She said that she had passed along this information.  She is also in favor of signage at schools with important school dates listed on them.

Flyers for community organizations available at schools: Schools have kiosks and 50 copies can be given to each school to Randy Reese, Public Information Officer, to give to school to consider putting in their kiosk.

Dr. Pickles said that there are over 18,000 students, 30% on reduced lunches, and 50 different languages are spoken in the district.  She said that the district is high growth and changing very quickly.  She wants to keep the district a good school district in the face of many changes.  She said that ever increasing cost of gas for transportation could cause financial problems for the district.  She said that they are developing standards of excellence and she is trying to deploy resources differently rather than increasing resources.

Questions:  

What is School Board’s position on ACC annexation: She said board does not think this is their decision and that there would have to be an election.  PfCONA Chair said that Darlene Cross is on a committee related to the ACC annexation.  

Dual credit/advanced placement courses:  the district’s goal is to have student’s admitted to a college once they walk across the stage at high school graduation.  Princeton review also wants to assist with student preparation for SAT tests through grants.

Thad Yousling with Heatherwilde HOA asked if district is able to get and keep good teachers.  She said that PISD is working through a grant to keep teachers and this resource will be going away.  He asked if teachers were satisfied overall and she that overall they were.  She visited every classroom in every school when she first came to the district.  

Jeff Sims said that he sent out a note to Parkcrest NA and they had 6 questions:

1. any new info about 2nd SRO officer at PHS and she said no.


2. anticipated timeline for new middle school and what impact this would have on Parkcrest and Randy Reece said fall of 2006, which would drop Parkcrest down to 800.  Randy said Parkcrest has 1250 capacity.


3. No locker situation at all middle schools – and superintendent said that there was a meeting with parents about this situation.  She said that they postponed the decision to take away the lockers.  She said that no decision had been made and not using lockers was a safety issue.


4. Portable building behind Brookhollow that needs paint and is very close to some Parkcrest neighbors.  Dr. Pickles asked Jeff to talk to the principal and Jeff said that his neighbor had spoken to the principal about this building.


5. Graduation ceremony, May 24th, Wed. – concern for timing and day of graduation.  Dr. Pickles said that 3 high schools got together and tried to get 26th for all schools but Erwin Center gives priority to schools who have been using the Center longer.  Randy said that PHS had elected to give away their 26th date to Hendrickson.  PfCONA Chair asked why they couldn’t have this in the high school stadium and Randy said that there were too many graduates and family to have the graduation in the high school stadium, although it used to be offered in stadium many years ago, with indoor backup that became too small over the years. 


6. Parkcrest HOA has invited the SRO officer at PHS to their last neighborhood meeting to discuss drugs, safety issues at PHS.  Many of Parkcrest HOA members are convinced that there are drug and safety problems at PHS and he said that they feel that PHS and police cannot act together to resolve these problems.  SROs are required to follow school district policies when working at the schools.  He said that SROs must comply with the law just as they would have to as an officer on the street.  Chief Hooker said that there were strict rules as to what SROs could enforce and that it is a fine line.  Dr. Pickles said that their presence helps to deter criminal activities.  Randy said that the SRO does an excellent job and can call a backup if he needs help, with response being within 3 minutes or so.  

PfCONA Chair then asked if more officers in the schools meant they would have to cut teachers and she wasn’t sure, but said board voted for two at Connally H.S.

Randy said that another high school would not be needed for approximately 7 years at current rate of growth.  Bond elections may be spent however the district chooses even though it may be earmarked for certain projects.  Dr. Pickles said that they prefer to spend monies on what they earmarked the money for.

Bruce asked about elections being combined for school district and Travis country elections.  Randy and Dr. Pickles said that it would cost about $60,000 for an election as compared to about $2500 if city holds election.  They said that PISD had decided to use Travis county combined election for the next election.  Advantages are that there are more locations to vote at and early voting locations are numerous all over the county. City Council election ballot, for example, could be pulled up at a polling place in Austin, during early voting. Also, the more entities using Travis County voting the cheaper the cost.

7. Reports/Announcements - Thad with Heatherwilde HOA said the county has asked if it might be able to setup up a voting location at their clubhouse. PfCONA Chair mentioned that Heatherwilde HOA has volunteered to be a site for dumpster days in the fall for the city.  

PfCONA Chair said that Jeff Sims, Welcome Mug Packet coordinator, is looking for business sponsors and will be doing packet stuffing on Sept. 18th.  He also said that it is the intent to have packets given out to more than just new citizens—at special events for instance.

PfCONA Chair said that Fallen Warrior Memorial has earned $76K thus far and $24K remains to be raised.  Pflugerville Pfamilies Pfirst is holding a Pancake Breakfast on Sept. 24, from 7am-11 am at Pflugerville Baptist Church Annex on behalf of Memorial fund.

PfCONA Chair said that Angelheart Children’s Shelter wants to buy place it is renting along SH130 and they are trying to raise $25,000, which would be matched by Rob Tiemann and then this $50,000 could be used for a down payment.  They are looking for more donations for this 24 hour shelter. Some children come from CPS and they need clothing and food. They have a website. Diane Hamilton is the contact.

City Manager said that GPCC Expo will be held at Austin Parks and Pizza on Sat. with lots of activities for the kids.

PfCONA Chair said that it had been announced that it was having a joint meeting with the Mayor’s Town Hall Meeting for the PFCONA November Town Meeting.  He said Mayor is not sure now that she wants to partner with us since she views PfCONA as a lobbying organization.  PfCONA board does not see the organization as a lobbying group but as an advisory group and mediator.

Councilman Bruce Wood asked City Manager where we left off with Envision Central Texas presentation to Council and community and whether PfCONA would be able to work with them or not.  PfCONA Chair said that he had offered to Council two Council meetings ago that PfCONA wished to co-host such a town meeting and he had spoken with Mr. Langmore, with ECT, who had spoken to Council about a presentation, about PfCONA being available to host. PfCONA is an ECT board member and feels that hosting should be one of its tasks due to its affiliation. Bruce said that he feels that ECT wants to push high density and that he does not want to see this in the city. He also mentioned rail and he would want Pflugerville to be involved in such regional level discussions. PfCONA Chair said that PfCONA is on Mixed Use and High Density Committee to find out what is being proposed in the region and that workshops will be held for city planners on this subject as well as SH130 Summit to bring together area cities for collaboration.

PfCONA Chair said that October meeting will have an HOA attorney on bylaws and property law as main speaker, along with Pflugerville Professional Firefighters Association doing a presentation.

6. Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm.

1

