PfCONA

Pflugerville Council of Neighborhood Associations

Building Communities Together

P.O. Box 679 ( Pflugerville, TX 78691-0679 ( info@pfcona.org ( www.pfcona.org
TOWN MEETING

Monday, August 8, 2005, 7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m.

1611 East Pfennig Lane, Community Room

1. Sign-In and New Member Sign-up –
Attendees included (in order of sign-in):  Rod Reyna (PfCONA Chair) of Saxony HOA; Gloria Wuthrich of Wuthrich Hill; Sally Gannaway of Bohls NA; Greg Monroe and Sean Dregs of Pflugerville Professional Firefighters Association; Dwight Phillips of Bohls NA; Chuck Lesniak of Old Town Neighborhood Association; Gary Robertson of Boulder Ridge;  Thad Yousling of Heatherwilde HOA; Julia Ruiz of Katymead; Dana Bartholomew of Willow Creek; Peg Corcoran of Fairways of Blackhawk; Randy Reese, PISD Public Information Officer, of Parkcrest NA; Nancy Ramsey (PfCONA Secretary/Treasurer) of Katymead; Jeff Sims (PfCONA Vice-Chair) of Parkcrest NA; Chief Chuck Hooker, Pflugerville Police Department; Cat Callen, Mayor of Pflugerville; and, Mark Strama staff representative from Dist. 50 office.

2. Member Introductions – PfCONA Chair had everyone present introduce themselves to someone in the room that they hadn’t met before. He then had everyone introduce themselves to the group and say what neighborhood they were from.

3. Cat Callen, Mayor, on City Communication Issues – Mayor did not prepare a presentation. She said she could take input on the issue. PfCONA Chair gave history on how PfCONA has encouraged better communication between city boards and commissions at past Mayor’s luncheon. PfCONA is also working on a request to Council to increase commercial development notification from 200 ft to 500 ft., 10 days to 14 days notice, and have city notify PfCONA so that it can pass on information to neighborhood leaders.  Mayor asked PfCONA Chair if he would bring formal feedback to the City Council once he has that information.  PfCONA Chair spoke about how neighborhoods are saying that they do not receive notification early enough.  This is one of the reasons that PfCONA would like notification changes as far as development, which includes:  zoning, rezoning, annexation, conceptual plans, or parkland notification within the city.  He said that another discussion may be held about getting neighborhoods to register with the city, which is something PfCONA has looked into in the past and Old Town NA has recently brought up that it is in support of that.  He said that he has already received approval from some neighborhood representatives and associations to co-sponsor the request being made to Council.  He said that we are requesting an amendment to the site development code with notification changes.  Chuck Lezniak said that he has seen a positive trend but thinks that city staff and city council, city boards and commissions are becoming more aware of notifying stakeholders in advance, but still sometimes the notification doesn’t happen.  He thinks that these notification changes would be good policy and help prevent stakeholders from not being notified.  Process would be more inclusive and nonconfrontational for the city.  

Mayor said that often the city boards, staff, commissions and city council are often not on the same page.  City Manager has been tasked to find a Public Information Officer and find the money in next year’s budget.  She said that PfCONA is setup to have workgroup and public meetings that are more geared toward building collaboration.  She said that she appreciates PfCONA’s valuable efforts in this respect.  Mayor said that most neighbors fear development of retail or apartments coming near their home.  She said that she would like to know what would keep that fear checked if neighbors found out about development or apartments near their home.  She said that a Public Information Officer could incorporate this kind of information.  It was mentioned by meeting participant that neighborhoods’ voice was still important and site development code would not necessarily be able to cover all neighbor concerns.

On another note, the Mayor mentioned that Envision Central Texas group took a survey in the past and found that C and D development was preferred.  ECT is having a summit in September and they want all stakeholders along the SH130 corridor to come to the Summit.


She said that ECT will come to the next City Council Meeting, next Tuesday, asking if City would like to have a discussion about what this kind of development should look like.  They will explain what it is a have a one and a half hour presentation.  She thinks that these type of discussions can reduce fear and get more people involved.  Mark Aflatooni said that developers spend $10K -$90K on site tests, traffic impact studies, etc.  He said that the uncertainty of whether the development will be allowed to occur after all this expense is one of his concerns.  Mark said that the City’s current site development code is more progressive that Austin’s.  He said that if the City could offer more certainty to the developers, then this would help the City’s reputation.  Cat thinks that improving the city site development Code, making it more rigorous, and offering incentives to developers would help.  David Garlik, of the Downtown Planning Committee, has offered a plan to rebate back property taxes to give incentives to developers, and she likes this plan.  She said that City Council is looking at Study Circles on this issue.  Mark A. said that the City and the citizens have more leverage than they did before because of highly preferable commercial sites.  She asked people to E-mail her if they were interested in a Study Circle group to talk about this issue.  PfCONA Chair said that he thinks that PfCONA is trying to eliminate the fear and bring people together to satisfy neighbors concerns and to allow them to voice their opinions. He also said that PfCONA wanted to be part of any discussion in relation to Study Circles. 

4. Presentation – Mark Aflatonni. Doucet & Associates, Pfluger Crossing development rezoning, 350 acres north & west of future Wal-Mart:

PfCONA Chair announced that we had one neighborhood workgroup meeting.   Mark said that there were no end users for the property at this time.  He showed the site plan that was submitted to P&Z and what P&Z recommended.  He then presented the counter proposal that was brought to City Council.  He said that the loudest concern was concerning the RM2 multi-family zoning.  Timmermann’s want to restrict apartments to Class A apartments high end (like Gables).  He said that without the depth of GB behind the Wal-Mart, then a larger retailer couldn’t come in.  He said that some concerns were brought up about GB next to RM2.  He said the owners decided to restrict 26 GB zoning uses next to RM2 or any other single family residences.  Access points off Pfennig would be limited to 2 rather than 3.  Once the road is developed and curbed and guttered then they would like to develop access points up to code.  Nancy asked and Mark also said that the limited GB uses would also apply to Pfennig Ln GB zoning across from residential homes.  Jeff S.  then spoke about 20-25 persons he had talked to not wanting more apartments.  Jeff pointed out that Multi Family zoning already approved in PISD amounts to 10,500 apartments.  Randy Reece then spoke a short while about the survey that he did on the number of apartment complexes in PISD.  PfCONA Chair proposed that the developer go with P&Z recommendation on Pfennig but move the RM1 to the Single family zoning and have more GB.  Julia spoke about additional traffic on Pfennig that GB zoning would bring.  Dana said that she thinks that it is a safety first issue as far as safe travel out of Katymead and safe traffic to the schools.  PfCONA Chair asked what Katymead would give up and residents said that they agreed with Saxony’s proposal.  Dana B. said that some kind of 3 way stop or light at Rocky Creek would also help.

5. Announcements – PfCONA Chair asked Chief Hooker about a July 4th celebration at the new lake.  Chief said it was just a suggestion and he has decided to talk to the city attorney and that there will be no warnings for use or possession of fireworks.  $300 standard fine starting New Year’s Eve 2005 and the police will do a better job of advertising zero tolerance of possession and transport of fireworks.  He said that they received many calls and 2 yards on fire on July 4th.   

PPD Open House Sept. 25th, 1-5 pm.  Chief said that a traffic engineer should come to a PfCONA meeting to explain what is takes to get signage or speed limits changed.

Julia Ruiz announced a Pflugerville Pfamilies Pfirst is hosting a pancake breakfast to benefit the Fallen Warrior Memorial on Sept. 24th at Pflugerville First Baptist Church fellowship hall from 7a-11 am.

PfCONA Chair brought up that the Pflugerville Post Office is being named after Byron Norwood who lost his life in Iraq.

PfCONA Chair offered “Pf” oval stickers for vehicles.  He said that he offered to the Mayor that the Mayor’s Town Hall could be combined with our town meeting.

6. Mark Strama’s office representative announced 2nd Sat. of every month Mark Strama hosts office hours. This month it is at Peace Lutheran Church in Canyon Creek. 

6. Meeting adjourned at8:45 pm.

1

