PfCONA

Pflugerville Council of Neighborhood Associations

Building Communities Together

P.O. Box 679 ( Pflugerville, TX 78691-0679 ( info@pfcona.org ( www.pfcona.org
TOWN MEETING

Monday, January 9, 2006, 7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m.

1611 East Pfennig Lane, Community Room

1. Sign-In and New Member Sign-up –
Attendees included (in order of sign-in):  Nancy Ramsey (PfCONA Secretary/Treasurer) of Katymead; Gregg Miller of GPCC; Shane Runyan of Highland Park; Jacki Mulkey of Mountain Creek; John Garrett of Swenson Farms/Community Impact; Angel Hernandez of West Park & Park Place; Geno Zendejas of Cambridge Estates; Mario Galliano of Creekside; Chuck Lesniak of Old Town; Allegra Azulay of Picadilly/Windermere; Mike Callen of Mountain Creek HOA (appointed PfCONA Membership Services Chair); Chris Carmon of Skyview; David Buesing, City Manager, of Katymead; Gloria Wuthrich of Wuthrich Hill/GPCC; Clay Leben of Gatlinburg; Judy Thomas of Sarah Eckhardt Campaign; Rod Reyna (PfCONA Chair) of Saxony HOA; Chief Chuck Hooker, Pflugerville Police Department, of Blackhawk; Jeff Sims (PfCONA Vice-Chair) of Parkcrest NA; Nancy Hansel of Sarah’s Creek/Census Bureau; and, Deanna Burleson of North Park.
2. Member Welcome and Introductions – PfCONA Chair welcomed everyone and introduced the City Manager and Police Chief.  Everyone else introduced themselves and what neighborhood they live in and why they are in attendance. Chair then had everyone sit down somewhere other than where they were to begin with.

Announcement: Nancy Hansel, Census 2010 Recruiter – She introduced herself and announced that the Census is hiring over 2,000 persons in the near future.  The jobs are 5-10 weeks long, part-time and full-time, at $14.50 an hour. She setup material at sign-in table for people to peruse before meeting started and before she leaves.
3. 2005 Highlights: Chair

Chair said that we would break into two or three small groups and get input on what we’ve done and what we should do in the future.  He also wanted persons in attendance to decide who should lead the organization later in the meeting, once they had a better idea of what has been accomplished and direction that arises from discussion.  The group then broke up into two groups and each person circled anything in agenda 2005 highlights that they had some knowledge of that PfCONA had done. In their groups they then discussed the best things (top 3) that PfCONA worked on this past year.  Also, the groups were asked to discuss any negative PfCONA may have done during past year. 

Among the most popular highlights were:

-Neighborhood Workgroups

-Tibits/website

-Project Vote

Other issues brought up:

-Revive Neighborhood associations

-Neighborhood training

-Stay neutral

-Advocacy

Nothing negative was brought up. It was said that the whole list was positive and represented a major accomplishment in itself.

Chuck Lezniak of Old Town brought up that PfCONA should be more of a neighborhood advocate and not a business advocate.  He said that businesses have many advocates. He noted that PfCONA shouldn’t be an adversarial organization. PfCONA should represent the residential community as an advocate. Chair mentioned that Mr. Lesniak had pushed for more advocacy at last year’s January meeting and that since then, neighborhood workgroups have arisen from this, which has been our strongest accomplishment, including being a voice for neighborhoods to Council.
4. Committee Reports/Discussion/Solutions:
Chair said that the PfCONA Executive Committee had discussed having a PfCONA advisory board composed of the neighborhood leaders in the community.  He said this would be a way for these leaders to influence the direction of the PfCONA organization.  He also brought up again that a neighborhood registration process would allow the city to notify neighborhoods and improved notification would give neighborhoods more time to become informed about development, could notify homes up to 500 ft, and involve notifying PfCONA so it could help get the word out to area stakeholders.  He said that we need leverage with City Council and that Executive Committee feels that the Council views us as just the Executive Committee being represented when we speak in front of the Council—although that is not the case—the views based on neighborhood workgroups and town meetings are being presented. Chair said that Envision Central Texas has a large advisory board and they populate every ECT committee.

Mike Callen of Mountain Creek said that he thinks that PfCONA should concentrate on helping neighborhood associations.  He really liked that Chair recently had a speaker at past town meeting that was an HOA attorney.  He also likes Project VOTE. Chair said that the a new advisory board could help decide what PfCONA would concentrate on for the next year.

Chair said that PfCONA could be so much more but this would take more people.  He also said that he is very happy about what we have done in this past year. Chair said that more than one vice-chair has been discussed.  Mike Callen asked what the question to the members was.  Chair asked if we wanted to change the format of the board and the by-laws (to use green, yellow, red cards to indicate their wishes). Some participated in vote and votes that followed, but some who were city officials and guests did not.
Vote for relooking at By-Laws:

12 – green (means in favor of)
2 – yellow (means have reservations/questions, but not willing to block consensus)
0 – red (means wish to block consensus)
Vote on putting neighborhood leaders on an Advisory Board:

11- green

0- yellow

Vote for development notification procedures to be changed to extend days and footage and notifying registered neighborhoods and/or PfCONA:

10 – green

2 - yellow

Group voted on the new “Pf” Welcome to Pflugerville (mug) design that Executive Committee recommended in order to focus on Pflugerville brand and not PfCONA brand (plus, save money using one less color). On first vote, the groups voted in favor of changing the mug design to the “Pf” design from PfCONA logo design, 8 wanted change (green card), 4 did not (red card).  On the second vote after some discussion, the group voted 10 in favor of change, 1 in favor with reservations, and 3 not in favor (since two-color PfCONA design was really a nice design).

Some individuals had to leave at this point of meeting.

Vote for partnership with Chamber and Downtown Assn:

11 – green

Greg agreed with Mike Callen when he said we should work together for consensus between the groups.  Mario asked what we would accomplish by PfCONA joining with these other groups.  Chuck L. said that we could still be an advocate for residential areas while working with the business community.  He said what is good for the business community is usually good for the residential community.  We can work more issues out if we have a good working relationship.  

Jackie M. spoke about the dog pound issue and she said that City can work with other groups to find owners for the dogs in the pound.  She said that she didn’t know that the city had a pound until recently and she lived here 6 years.  She said that her organization fosters dogs for the City and they try to find homes for the animals.  She said that there is no adoption program and that the City can do better.  David B. spoke and said that the humane facility in Round Rock was not working and that P-ville decided to help.  He said that 20% are released back to the owners.  He said that a lot of wild cats are picked up, and that the city has a scanner in case the dogs have a microchip.  He said that there is a quarantine facility inside for rabid dogs.  David said that another shelter is needed and it is drawn up and will cost about $325,000.  He said that shelter is inspected by TDH every year.  Jacki said that she is only asking because she thinks P-ville can do better. 

Chair said that PfCONA could have a forum on this issue on next meeting’s agenda. Some present said PfCONA could instead share information about both sides of dog pound issue:

10 – green (to share info only and not have a forum). Chair did not vote.
5. Executive Committee Nominations/Elections – Chair

Nominations for chair:  Rod Reyna and Mike Callen were nominated.  Mike said that he liked the workgroups and that the work has not been completed.  He would like to see PfCONA move toward taking what we decided to the City and saying this is what we would like to see as PfCONA.  He doesn’t think that PfCONA should be so directly involved with the developers.  Rod said that he disagreed with Mike and the Mayor that not everything can be put into code across the board.  He feels that the neighborhood voice should always be considered on a case-by-case basis when needed because there is always something that can be learned from stakeholders surrounding a development and it takes more than 3 min. at a formal city hearing to do that.  There is no cookie cutter approach.
Candidates were ushered outside during vote.

Rod – 8

Mike – 2

Rod was re-elected Chair of PfCONA.

Nominations for vice-chair were Jeff Sims, and Mike Callen:

Jeff said that he’s liked getting involved with PFCONA as a conduit between city groups to the City Council.  PfCONA tries to represent the residents of the city to the City Council.  

Candidates were ushered outside during vote.

Jeff – 7

Mike – 2

Nominations for secretary/treasurer were Nancy Ramsey. No other nominations were made. Voted in by acclamation.

Chair said he wished to appoint Mike Callen to work on the board related issues and concerns.  This position would be part of the executive committee. Mike accepted.
6. City/PISD/ESD#2/County/State Officials/Staff Q & A – Members/Guests

No comments.

7. Neighborhood/Community Announcements – Board/Members/Guests

Announcement: Travis County Commisioner Precinct 2 candidate, Sarah Eckhardt, opponent to Karen Sonleitner, made mention that she is running and asked for support.

Announcement: Clay Leben handed out a flyer for a PfCONA NeighborNet photography workshop in March. 
Motion to adjourn and seconded.
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