PfCONA

Pflugerville Council of Neighborhood Associations

Building Communities Together

P.O. Box 679 ( Pflugerville, TX 78691-0679 ( info@pfcona.org ( www.pfcona.org
NEIGHBORHOOD LEADER MEETING AGENDA

Monday, July 10, 2006, 7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. (till 9:00 or so if needed)

1611 East Pfennig Lane, EOC Room
1. Sign-in/New Member Sign-up – Secretary/Treasurer


2. Welcome/Introductions – Board/Members/New Members/Guests –

[to be added – 15 neighborhoods in attendance and Mayor Callen, City Manager Buesing, Councilmen Gonzales and Gladney, Chief of Police Hooker, City Information Coordinator Kathy Ellis, and Tammy Pirtle, Rep. Strama’s Chief of Staff.

Chair had people introduce themselves to each other and speak about whom they met. He introduced special guests and acknowledge again that we had about 15 neighborhoods represented who represent about 30% of Pflugerville households. He said that Mike Callen would start meeting with a brainstorm session
3.
Brainstorm/Dialogue – City to Neighborhood Communication, Neighborhood to Neighborhood Communication.

Mike Callen, Membership Services Committee Chair – He asked what mechanisms are neighborhoods currently using to find out what is going on in the city?

Helen Mary Marek said that her neighborhood finds out through city website, or Pflugerville Pfamilies website, PfCONA website, and that often neighbors talk.  Pat, another neighbor in Creekside said that often the first time she knows about rezoning is when she sees a rezoning sign and then she backpedals to find out what is going on.  Others looked at the PfCONA website, Tidbits, called city, or went to city meetings.

Thad Yousling said that he reads the Community Impact paper.  Jeff said rumor is the way many things get around.  City Manager said that the city’s emails directly to neighbors help.  GPCC and PISD website are also used by some residents or Pflag paper.

Mike then asked what other ways people found info and these items were given:

Austin360.com

Television

Whitepages.com or yellow pages

Yellowpages.com or real yellow pages

Statesman

Chronicle

Channel 10

Weekly city E-mail

Craig’s List community pages

KLBJ AM

Neighbor to neighbor communication

Community intranet

Mike asked city officials what other ways they use to try to reach out to citizens:

Cathy Ellis, City Information Coordinator, said that they are working on it.  She said that they use Channel 10, city website, and city secretary emails. Newsletter from utility bill was suspended because she felt that the effort and money could be used better.  She is thinking of a quarterly publication instead.  She is working on revamping city image.  She said to email her kathye@cityofpflugerville.com and communicate with her.  She said that the city wants to work with its citizens and keep communication flowing.  Kathy said not to be afraid to call and that they try very hard to answer emails and give information if someone calls.

City Manager said that they’ve made the website much better.  He said that they are trying to attract people to the city website.  He said that they are in the process of redoing brochures.  He would like community calendar to improve but they have a hard time getting the information from groups and departments.

Mike said that he’s hoping that any division that arises in community could be resolved by communication, which is what Rod said was discussed at last meeting. Rod said resident’s fear of the unknown can be eased by providing them info to make informed decisions and reach consesus.

Mike asked how do we drive people to the city website or Channel 10.  Thad said that it depends on the information and that it could be printed to get the word out.  He asked if they should list website all over the city.  Thad said that they have to have a reason to go to the city website.  Pat said that they could put items drilled down on Channel 10 to stir interest.  Sally said that all the new people have to get utilities and why doesn’t packet include city website in it.  City Manager said that this information is given out when a new resident gets utilities.

Kathy said that in the revamping they want the city website to have a new look to make it more user friendly and allow residents to view Channel 10 from the website.  Thad said that it should be posted by item number from the agenda.  Rod pointed out that this would allow residents without cable to view meetings.  Call Kathy if you can find something on the website.

Mike said that neighborhood newsletters could include the city’s website to get the word out.

Kathy said that when there is a rezoning they are posting this info on Channel 10.  One lady suggested more items under the “keep me posted” area on the website, and Kathy said that this would be possible. 

Thad said that they have their website hosted.  Rod asked if city could do an RSS feed so that PfCONA could have a banner scroll showcasing news from city website.  He also asked if more automatic notifications could be added to “Notify Me” section of website, to receive things such as zoning notices, etc. Kathy said that in Aug. she will be able to ask the company about what can and can’t be done on the website. Rod wondered if future feature could be someone could do like Yahoo and be able to pick and choose what they wanted city website to look like, in other words rearrange page (customize).

Cat talked about her past Chat with Cat lunches and that she is going to instead have office hours, along with City Manager, from 6-7 pm on the 3rd Tuesday of each month in Council Chambers and it will start July 18th.  Jeff said that he would like speed civics (like speed dating chats) with city council members.  Cat said that once a quarter might work with the city council.

Mike said that Membership Services Committee interest in starting this dialogue is to come to each NA or HOA and talk to the citizens and get ideas on communication.  Allegra asked how many people actually show up to NA meetings and she said that in Windemere the board meetings are on same night as PfCONA.  Allegra said that only a few show up at the meetings.  Rod said that other NAs could come to your NA meeting via taking some of the PfCONA meetings to them.  Tammy asked how many met monthly and a few did but some met quarterly or bi-yearly.  One lady said that the closer the meetings are to home, if it’s later, and there is food, more people show up.  She said that this was better than a hostile content meeting.  

Mike said that they would have a listing that they would hand out info to people at meetings or on National Night Out night.  Jeff said that the more info given out, the less people show up at meetings.  Jeff said that a police officer at a meeting also draws more people.  Helen Mary said that the more info they hand out the less people that show up at their meetings.  Rod is giving tidbits out after meetings now instead of before so that people come to PfCONA meetings to get the scoop on what is going on.  

Cat added:  What are top 5 things that people look for on website:

Code enforcement;

Email addresses;

Meeting times/calendar;

Pay utility bill;

Minutes

Thad said put current events or rezoning on front page or vacancies on boards/commissions would be helpful.

Kathy said that they have a new feature that will allow people in the community to put their own events on the calendar.

Thad said a forum would be nice and Cat said that content and mediation would be a problem.  Thad said that forum items could be approved before posted but Cat said that this would be a financial problem due to needing staff for it.  Sally G said not to lose sight of elderly people who don’t go online and that we have to communicate with them, too.  She said that Bohl’s goes to every mailbox cluster and put signs under the boxes on the ground there.  

Mike and Rod said that NNO night would be a good time to talk about this.

Victor said that every effort has been made to give people resources other than the city website and he said some people will not take the time.  He said maybe an AM station with recorded messages on it about city itemswould help.  David B. said that varying from an easy format, in regard to website, makes it harder to find things on the website. He said when departments vary from a standard format this happens.

Mike said that this was helpful and good ideas were given. Rod said that NAs should share this info with their neighbors once they receive it. A draft may be run by them to add any other ideas.

4.  Committee Reports/Discussions/Solutions:

Water rate increases for Windermere, Cambridge Heights, North Park, and West Park/Park Place.  Sixteen total neighborhoods are in this area affected by the increase.  Rate hike is 68% for residents and for businesses could be over 400% according to George of Springbrook Meadows.  Rod said that Cathy Caballero asked that neighborhoods consider sending letters to her to be delivered to TCEQ asking for lower rates. Three persons from affected NAs were present at the meeting.  Thad said that this is not the first rate increase and that the water supply co. wants to add to their system.  He said that in 2001 they were not able to get the full increase that they requested.  He said that he has no choice to go to a different water system.  David B. said that the city can protest for the areas in the city.  George said that in 2001 the co. tried to get this rate hike and they threatened a class action lawsuit.  They ended up with a stepped up plan for increases at around 10%.  Cathy created a sample protest letter for neighbors to sign and they will go around and get signatures.  George said that he needs 10% of residents in these 16 areas to sign this letter.  Rod asked if City Council could do anything to help and David B. said only for those residents inside the city.  Cat asked if the rates had been compared to Manville or other water systems.  George said that just for connection and no water usage would be $45 per month.  Connection costs really went up (tap fees) according to George.  Manville water rates also increased recently.  David B. said that the rates are close to the same as P-ville city water rates.  David B. said that the city is working with Windermere water to buy some water from the city and it would be only emergency water.

On another note, Rod said that water softeners, due to the new reservoir, will need to recycle less often according to where the neighborhood is located and if the area is receiving reservoir water.  Call 251-3076 to find out if you need to recycle water less often.

Rod said next meeting will include toll road speaker.  Cat said that City Council has hired a consultant to plan for 130/45.  Trey Fletcher will collect names of those to be named to an SH130 advisory committee: Council is seeking one place for a PfCONA board member and two places for citizens at large.  Workshops will occur for two or three days.

Tammy Pyrtle said that if the neighborhood is not getting legislative updates to call her at 463-0821.  Rep. Strama will also be happy to come to your NA meeting and talk about the recent leg session.  Rod and Tammy said Strama and Fleece will have Candidate forum at 11 am at Heatherwilde Retirement center and this info is on Mark’s website.

Proactive zoning meetings will be held again after new zoning codes are ready and this should happen in about 2 months.  Pfennig Ln. Stakeholders were convened for a meeting by City Manager and city manager said that results of changes to zoning will be known in two months. Club at Wells Point held a negotiation meeting with stakeholder neighborhoods in S. Heatherwilde area and PfCONA board members, and Mike C. was tasked to give follow-up info to this area’s stakeholders.

Pfun at the Lake Day was well attended by about 500 people and this was an effort brought about by Kathy Ellis and Parks and Recreation.  Kathy said that some bad things have already happened like a fire on the pier, scratching of dedication plaque, removal of dog litter bag box, etc. and she asked that persons who notice something strange happening at the lake, please call someone like 911.

David B. said that if anyone still wanted tours of water treatment plant that would have to be organized and the manager would like to show it off.  David B. said that the city has many plans for the lake but the city is financially strapped.  

Rod said that Mike Callen had the idea to plant trees around the lake and David B. said that Glenn Holtzer would be the one to talk to about that. David B. said that trees should not be planted during summer and that the more that are planted the more that need to be maintained, so to only do a few at a time.

Chief Hooker would like to have a fireworks show at the Lake eventually.

Rod said KPB is looking for neighborhood reps to become members or sponsor activities.  They said that they need more volunteers to do more decorating and conduct projects.  Adopt-a-trail and street sponsors still needed.  Saxony, Creekside, and the Club have adopted a trail already via Parks and Rec. 

Rod said that Downtown Planning Committee has established working teams that will include committee members and citizens. He and Victor are on DPC. One working team is Downtown Events Team. There is talk from Parks and Rec of Deutschen Pfest becoming longer in length of days.  Another suggestion is that we have an October Pfest and include a car show or taste of P-ville restaurants.  You don’t have to be in DPC to be on a working team that can be involved in projects and research to be share with Council, PCDC, finance and budget committee, etc.

Clay Leben said Wed, June 28th, Steeds Crossing, Bohl’s Crossing, Gatlinburg, and several other neighborhoods came to the Pfoto workshop.  They posted July 4th pictures on a flicker website and look for group neighbor.net or pflugerpfotos.  There will be another meeting from 12:30 pm to 2:30 in August.

Rod said GPCC is recruiting and that Cat is one of the recruiting Captains. Cat said that anybody is eligible to be a member and that they are hoping to recruit a lot of Austin and Round Rock businesses.  Cat said there are 4 team captains and they will be recruiting others for drive to be conducted on July 18-20.

PfCONA related by-law changes will be delayed till next meeting.

National Night Out – Tuesday, August 1st, hopefully 65+ parties as in past.  July 24th at 6 pm will be packet stuffing at Justice Ctr.  Pickup packets on July 27th from 3-7 pm.

Chief Hooker said that in regard to Firework citations there were 31 calls and 15 citations at $350/each. It helped that it rained that night.

5. City/PISD/ESD#2/Couty/State Officials/Staff Q & A –

Cat will come to NNO parties if they request her to.  

Chief said that July 4th was successful.  NASA visited our facility in case they needed to vacate their facilities and they will get back to PPD if they meet criteria.  Use of Force forum was not well attended but 42 persons attended.   Chief said that there were suggestions to take the forum to larger churches.  Helen Mary asked if he had information to include in newsletters.  Chief said ask your neighborhood to watch their children and graffiti.  Pat asked about tagless paint that can be painted over graffiti and then cannot be retagged.

Vic announced that Dot’s is working on opening up and shooting for end of July.  He is getting a team of people from his work to come help her this weekend.

David B. said that work on roads is progressing.  He said that many sidewalks to the high school have been completed.  Tommy asked if Pecan/Dessau hole in road was going to be addressed in road repairs.  Cat said that TxDOT could be bugged about it even thought he city could not repair it.  Chief B. said that he would be glad to speak at HOA or NA meetings.

6. Neighborhood/Community Announcements –

14 Neighborhoods represented tonight at meeting.

Thomas of Falcon Point, and Helen Mary said that cars were broken into in their neighborhoods and in Creekside, one car was stolen.

Janie Balderas, activities director of Falcon Point will hold a Music Festival on July 15th at PHS parking lot from 10am to 4pm to benefit the Fire Dept. fire house.


Food Pantry Appreciation Week – July 16th-22nd – mayor has proclaimed.

Jackie handed out flyer for Pflugerville Pflag calendar asking for kids’ art to submit to the Pflag.  They are going to sell their calendars for $3 and give $1 from each calendar to Pfriends of the Library.

   Clay’s next photo workshop NNO August 5th

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Mike Callen suggested that as a neighborhood community involvement activity that each neighborhood plant a tree at the lake and then take care of that tree.  Rod also brought up that we get our neighbors out to vote.  He said that the results of the last election were not available from the city since it was a county election.  He said that he would be able to get the results and was looking for help in counting what neighborhoods voted.  Mike Callen said that Mountain Creek just had their first annual crawfish broil, and they had 300 homes and 306 persons showed up.  He said that their goal for next year was to repeat and then invite Creekside to their broil.  Jeff announced that on Saturday, July 1st at 9 am Parkcrest would have their annual July 4th parade.  Rod brought up that National Night Out was one night in Saxony when people would get out and talk to each other.  Highland Park rep said that they were planning their first NNO.  Rod said that there were at least 65 parties last year.  

Our neighborhood reps present represented 3100 homes and we represented 28% of the residents.  Thirteen neighborhoods were represented.  PFCONA represents approximately 40 neighborhoods.  

One neighbor brought up the widening of Pflugerville Parkway causing problems for his neighborhood, Springbrook Glen.  He said that 25 homes were backing up to the road and less than 25 feet from the roadway and there are no plans for guardrails or noise abatement.

Shane suggested that commercial property backing up to neighborhoods should be zoned differently than other commercial property.  He was speaking of the property between Pflug. Parkway and Pfennig Lane commercial developments.

Mike Callen said that PFCONA should work in communication efforts during the next year.  Mike suggested hosting a PFCONA meeting at another HOA or NA meeting.  Chief H. said that the hosting NA or HOA could bring up more of their own concerns.

Chief Hooker said that we now have an emergency notification system and the system can handle 30,000 calls an hour.  They can call a certain area and leave a recorded message for that area or more than one area in the city.

Highland Park rep said that they started a Yahoo mail group for their neighborhood.  He said they use it to communicate with neighbors.  He just asks each person who registers to give a street address.  

Rod went over the attachments to the agenda.  Last two pages were from the Harwood “New Patriotism Project” that gave a talk at the LBJ Library recently.

Clay Leben announced his Pfotography Workshop and said that he was trying to get the word out.  He said that he wanted to record the way the city is today.

June 22nd “use of force” forum at PHS cafeteria at 7:30 pm.  This will be a demonstration with officers and they will explain why they use force.  He reminded everyone that the city has zero tolerance for fireworks in the city and the first offense is over $300.  He said that 1000 feet outside the city limits he could enforce the firework ban.  Zero tolerance signs will be put out around neighbors before July 4th.

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Executive Committee:  Bylaw change draft proposal – Rod presented the ByLaws and possible changes.  Two-thirds vote of membership is required to change the bylaws.  Clay Leben brought up that we are not a tax-exempt association.  Clay said that education should be mentioned as a part of the purpose.  Helen Mary said that for membership voting purposes maybe PFCONA should look at the number of persons in the neighborhood association to determine how many votes each NA or HOA should receive.  David said that wouldn’t be effective since he would bring as many as possible to scew a vote.  Rod also mentioned the red, yellow, and green cards as another way to vote on issues.  Monique said that a larger neighborhood should not influence more than a smaller neighborhood.  Chief added that from his perspective he would rather see more persons from a neighborhood show up to represent the majority of that neighborhood.  Discussion about leaving dues amount out of bylaws led to a few people advising the Board that they had reservations about no dues amount in the bylaws.  Clay said that the bylaws should be clear and be a process that should help.  Rod said that the bylaw changes would be discussed again next month and then he would like it to be decided at that time.  Rod then discussed changes to Executive Committee to have an Advisory Board which would consist of key neighborhood contact members.  Clay said that the bylaws should say that there are 4 board members and if not possible to get a person to volunteer for both, one person could fill the secretary/treasurer position.  Clay said that it may be a good idea to have a president-elect to handle some duties and then automatically take the president’s position after a certain number of years.  Ellen suggested that if you were elected late in the year as an officer, you would not be able to attend ¾ of the meetings.  Clay and David said that if you don’t miss 3 meetings in a row, then you would be attending ¾ of the meetings.  Rod said that he had left out that we had talked about serving the entire PISD rather than just the city limits and the ETJ.  He said that one reason for this was due to the fact that some school board members didn’t live in the city limits or the ETJ.  Chief said that we could not influence what happens on the west side of IH35.

Commercial Development Negotiations Policy

City Council in early January came up with a draft statement to involve City Council more with neighborhoods.  PFCONA and other residents met with Cat, the mayor, in March to discuss this policy.  Mayor took our feedback and came up with her own draft policy.  Rod said that we had discussed at the March meeting that a public meeting should be scheduled before P&Z public hearing.  The mayor didn’t include this meeting in her latest policy draft.  Rod said that each neighborhood leader should ask their neighbors what they think about this draft policy.  Changes on Rod’s handout were suggestions that he sent to the city as proposed changes. Ellen said that on #1 under policy shouldn’t say “improve” but “will improve” or “should improve”, or “to improve”.  Rod said that he wants more comments when the next draft comes out and that leaders would ask their neighbors for comments and send those to PFCONA.

Emails Concerning Potter Contrete Company locating near Heatherwilde and Wells Branch.  This company is a mobile contractor and will not plan to locate for more than 6 months at this location.  This is their first time to operate in the Austin area and they generally operate in Dallas.  City Manager said that they would not use Heatherwilde Blvd. for their trucks.  They are locating here in order to build a foundation for a large business.  There is less than a week left to make a request for a public hearing.

Michelle Pundt is asking different organizations to write a letter of endorsement to support the effort in obtaining a Preserve America designation as an historical city.  Helen Mary asked what does “historical preservation” mean?  Rod said that he wasn’t sure and had just received this information today.  She asked if there were restrictions on what you could do with property after getting this designation. Chief Hooker said that this would basically mean that 3 designations in town could be preserved with grant money.  Some members said that our neutral status could be a problem for us saying that we were in favor of this.  Other members said they didn’t think this was an issue that we needed to mean neutral.  Jeff and David said that we shouldn’t vote till someone volunteers to write the letter.  Rod said that the Board would further discuss.

Next discussion was about “10 Things GPCC Can Do for PFCONA/Neighborhoods” list that Rod composed and sent to Greg Miller.  The main emphasis of what Rod wrote was that we should shop in town and not go out of town for shopping and eating.

PCDC sponsored an economic leakage study and Rod said to contact Rick Murphy of PCDC if you had questions.

Clay Leben of the communication Committee announced that he and Mario Galliano taped the School board and city council forums.  He said that the School board forum was rough because the equipment was new, but the second forum went well.  The conclusion was that there was great support from all PFCONA volunteers and that equipment could be easily packed up and moved.  He said that this equipment could in the future be checked out to neighborhood associations.  Rod said that if anyone has ideas on how to insure this equipment, please let him know.  Clay gave a report on the neighborhood net workshop and said that 6 neighborhood residents participated.  He said that he would hold another workshop in June.  He said that pictures were of people taking care of their homes and their neighborhoods.  He wants to display these pictures on the internet and at the city library.

Chris Carmon of the safety committee gave a report on things to do this summer, such as reading clubs, Pflugerville Lake, swimming lessons, knitting club, and events such as Deutschen Pfest.  He announced that the dedication is on April 20th.  Chris then talked about the i-SAFE website where kids can go on the internet and is in all 50 states.  Helen Mary asked if she could put the I-SAFE information in their newsletter and she was told yes.  David said that service pack 2 of Windows XP has a security setting to restrict kids access.

Revamping of city zoning codes – see Jeff Ferris.

Forwarding of email groups – see Mike Callen

Leadership Pflugerville similar to Leadership Austin to train leaders and possibly partner with GPCC to have this training.

Pflugerville Pflag article with questions for school board and city council forums will be published in the next edition of the Pflag.

Jeff asked about a rock throwing down by Railroad and Chief Hooker didn’t know about this.  Sally asked about tagging and what to do.  Chief said that neighborhood could contact the streets department and see if they can take off the tagging.  He said there is very little gang activity in the city but that multi-family housing will bring in more kids.  He said that most kids are want-to-bes and that they are very mobile and don’t necessarily live in the city.  Chief said that the police would do what they could but they couldn’t always help.

Rod presented Jeff with a volunteer pin from volunteer dinner.

Rod thanked Helen Mary for being the main moderator for the school board and city council forums.  He also thanked board members for helping.

SWAT Process of City Council, ARB, DPC, KPBC, Library Board, Parks and Rec Commission, PCDC, and P&Z.

Chief Hooker asked if it would be worthwhile to have a community forum on topics such as police use of force. He said that he had talked with some faith based leaders about this too. He wants to educate the community on police force issues and this is because they are issuing tasers to police officers. Rod said that PFCONA could do this in conjunction with faith based leaders. One lady asked why, and Chief said that it may be necessary to have a taser.  Chief said that they haven’t proved that tasers have caused death yet. Ellen said that after seeing the noterity that the City of Austin has because of this issue, she would definitely come to a discussion and thinks it would be beneficial.  Chief said that he’s been wanting to have this discussion for a long time.  He wants this to have a wide array of different persons at the discussion.  He said that he gets very little feedback from the community on what they want from the police department.  Chief said that these tasers would end up in the schools.

7. Democracy’s Challenge – Next Meeting, May 8th, City Council Chambers

Sponsored with Texas Forums, an initiative of the LBJ Presidential Library and Museum, is a partner with PFCONA.  

5. Informal Discussion – Ellen brought up problems with FM1825 spur and            timing      of lights.  Rod suggested that she call the County Commissioner.

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

8. Presentation/Dialogue – Proposed ESD#2 Administration Building and Education Building: - Fire Chief Ron Moellenberg 
Ron spoke and shared how the fire department had been working on getting the ESD administration and education building for the past two years.  They are planning a two-story educational bldg. next to the Pfluger Hall.  Ron said that they had outgrown the central fire station.  The administration department has grown significantly.  The little grey building on the corner was the first fire station.  They will build an administration building and will occupy the first floor but the second floor will be left vacant.  The buildings will look very similar to the current central fire station.  ACC want to have their students out for fire training academy at the education building that will soon be built.  Sidney Hacker asked, how many students for each academy and how long are the classes?  Ron said that 25 students in each and they run the length of a college semester.  She also asked how many years out were they planning.  Ron said that there would be a continued demand for fire safety training and well-trained fire fighters and emergency workers.  He said that the department would continually grow as development expands.  He said that once the city is built out, they would need at least 10 more fire stations.  Mike Callen asked what the variance was for and Ron said articulation and sidewalk were the reason for the variance.  Ron said that they were going to diversify what they were supplying out of the central fire station  Chris C. asked if they were going to do something to allow people to have a  better strength antennae for cell phones around the fire station.  Ron said that the fire station is not causing the problem with cell phones and that they do not use the same communication as cell phones.  Chuck Lezniak said that the Old Town NA would like to see a sidewalk around the buildings to tie sidewalk access together.  He asked if there would be access to the building from Railroad.  Ron  said no access was planned for this street.  Chuck strongly encouraged the pedestrian connectivity downtown.  The mayor asked if the sidewalks were too costly or if it was the lay of the land.  Ron said it was the lay of the land that was the problem because there is a dropoff. The mayor asked “what if it was a crushed granite trail rather than a sidewalk” .  Ron said that he didn’t know about that.  He said that there is a trail head near the back and maybe some plans could be made to connect this trail head to Railroad.  He said that final plans had not been made for sidewalks.  He said that they met with the ARB a few nights ago and there is much discussion about ARB standards.  Chuck said that the problem with the articulation could be made better by not having a long flat front on the building.  Ron said that he wasn’t sure about this, and he wanted connectivity to Pfluger Hall.  Mark Kogler asked about the decision process that led to this location.  He asked about Highland Park and the possible location of the site there.  Ron said that the only other possible site was fire station #4 on Pflugerville Loop.  Ron said that it didn’t have to be next to a fire station but it was better for students to see what a fire department was like.


Ron said that he’s not sure when the next citizens fire academy is scheduled.  

He said that the COPS and the citizens fire academy will come together.  He said another way to be prepared was through the CERT program.  He said that weather knows no geopolitical boundaries and that this community has suffered from weather related problems.  Chris asked about CERT and COPs and how this could come together such as communication between two.  Laura Wilkes said that if you are a CERT member, you would come to PPD and pick up a radio.   Ron said that communications would become overloaded in the case of an emergency.  He said he would like to see these programs come together in the future.

9. Committee Reports/Discussion/Solutions (if time allows): 
Safety Committee:   Jeff announced that next mug stuffing is March 25th and he thinks that he has enough volunteers.  Rod explained the Mug program and thanked Laura for the police officer’s work in passing these out to new neighbors.

Pflugerville Votes signs are for sale for a $2 donation.

Rod then announced the topics on the flyers that were passed out ………which I didn’t have to refer to……..

SBC Grant:  PFCONA bought audio and video equipment with this grant.  The purpose of this grant and these purchases was to video and audio tape more events.  He said that the PA equipment would be available to neighborhoods to use.  Clay is going to train people in how to use the video equipment and once this training is obtained the person will be able to check out the video equipment.  Clay just held his neighbor workshop this past weekend.  He said that we need to take pictures of our neighborhood now if we want to have pictures in the future.  He said that several neighborhoods were represented and the theme will be “my caring community”.   He said that if this is well-received, he would like to hold another workshop.  The next meeting is March 25th.  These pictures will also be put on our website and on a flicker.com website.  Gloria Wutrich added that she would like neighborhoods to put neighborhood pictures on a CD and then they can store at the Heritage House.  Gloria said that it would be interesting to have at the museum.  Clay said that he talked to Pat McCord and that he donated some pictures.  E.V. Hernandez also came to the workshop and gave some tips for picture taking.

Mike Callen mentioned that we need an email forwarding system since NA officers are always changing.  Mike said that he is working on this idea but hasn’t tested it fully.


Pfamily Night was adopted by City Council and could be any night.  

Laura Wilkes announced that the PAC application forms were in the back and a class would be scheduled as soon as there were enough people to hold a class.  March 25th Bike Rodeo, COPS class starts on March 23rd.

Commercial Development Policy meeting – Mayor reported on meeting and said that there were two items on the table that everyone agreed would help our process.  One agreement was proactive zoning and an additional public hearing which would be mainly a meeting between the neighborhoods and the developers.  The purpose of this public hearing would be to inform residents of what may develop with rezoning.  This public hearing would not have time limits and would possibly be the only meeting between the developers and the residents.  She said that another proposal was that P&Z public hearing and decision would be in same night.  The mayor said that another proposal was to extend the notification distance.  Helen Mary Marek asked if 20% of notified property owners objected to rezoning then would this affect how many neighbors would need to sign a petition to enforce a super-majority vote.  Bob Sheehan added that it would be easier to get 20% with a larger number of notified residents.

Workgroups have been held to fulfill a need for neighborhoods to meet with developer.  

10. City/PISD/ESD#2/County/State Officials/Staff Q & A – Members/Guests
Wed. there was a meeting of city boards and councils to come up with city goals.  Mayor said that city council appreciated the feedback that they got.  She said that the 2nd half of the program was listing 5 specific goals to accomplish over the next 3-5 years.  One was to increase the % of commercial tax base.  Secondly, to reduce taxes and the water rate.  Another was working on inter-local agreements with SH45 and SH130 and transportation issues.  She said that Tuesday, tomorrow night’s meeting would begin visioning at that meeting.  All city council candidates have been invited to the meeting.  Rod added that continuity was brought up as an issue with changes.

11. Neighborhood/Community Announcements – Board/Members/Guests
Rod announced who the city council candidates would be because today was the filing deadline.  March 30th will be the city council forum at Brookhollow at 7 pm.  Citizens can ask any question that they want unless it was objectionable.  Rod announced that Dr. Cynthia Graves was present who is running for school board.  City council candidates are asked for questions that they would like to hear at the forum.
 

Golf Tournament – Zac Vasquez benefit and this is a scholarship program for high school seniors.  Tournament is on April 1st and info at zacharyvasquez.com.

Parkcrest Community Garage Sale – March 25th and there is a fund at GFCU for the children of the officer that committed suicide in the neighborhood.

Creekside Community Garage Sale – April 2nd


12. Commercial Development – Picadilly Estates will be considered tomorrow night at the City Council meeting.  Neighborhoods were meeting one more time with developers.

Sheehan Proposal for Rezoning - PFCONA was involved with one workgroup meeting with the neighborhood.  Mr Huffcutt called and tried to schedule meeting.  The mayor said she also wanted a phone call on the possible meeting.

Town center development at FM685 and Old Hutto Rd.  Sally Ganneway has been involved and she said that they ask that the land zoning be changed to GB from LI.  She said that RM2 would be located at the back and east side of the property.  A hotel may be proposed on that site.  The mayor said that the developer wanted to make clear that there is no one who plans on building on that land right now.  Mayor said that the zoning codes would change in the next year.  The mayor said that the council was excited to see the rezoning proposal.  Chris C. asked if a hotel was desirable for our tax base.  Cat said that it was desirable.  Chris asked how high fire trucks could go and Ron M. said 100 ft was the limit.  

Rod mentioned that Concordia resolution is on the agenda at Tues. city council meeting.  He said that there is a lot of negotation.

Gloria Wutrich said that there is a new logo for GPCC “Go home to shop”.

Chris C. asked if there was a date for the Lake Opening.  Mike Callen said that late April is the forecast but it’s not definite yet.  Chris C. and his granddaughter were out there fishing.  Mike C. said that he plans to bring a triathelon here to the Lake.   He said that on the northeast corner there is a good spot for parking but the money was not available in last year’s budget.  Sally asked about boats and Mike said no motorized boats but kayaks were allowed.  Sally said that hydrilla could be transported here from Town Lake and she didn’t want to contaminate the Lake.  Helen Mary Marek asked about a boat ramp.  Mike said that there will be a beach area where boats could be launched.  Mike said that the beach would not be for swimming but for boats.  Chris asked if there would have to be an inspection of the boats.  Laura Wilkes said that there will be no ramp then this will most likely not be a hydrilla problem.  Laura mentioned that this is still private property and that the public does not have access to this area yet.  Sally asked if this would be the timeline also for the new water system and the answer was no.  The mayor said that Bohl’s would not get lake water.  Lower neighborhoods would get the lake water and higher neighborhoods would not.  Swimming will not be permitted at this time.  Cliff Avery said that his company handles support for the Texas Water Conference, and that they would tour the lake this summer.

